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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30
p.m., and read prayers.

QUESTION-ELECTRIC SWITCH,
A SSEMBLY CHAMBER.

Mr. LAINDER (without notice) asked
the Speaker: Is it possible to have this
(indienting) electric switch in the.
Chamber shiifted'? it leaves only nine
iniches of gangway through which to pass.
Some of uis will be proceeding against
you, Mr. Speaker, under the Workers'
Compensation Act.

Mr. SPEAKER : I think the lion, memn-
ber might appreciate the trouble taken to
mnake him comfortable. The hon. member
is not too badly off. I am afraid I cannot
hell) him in. the matter.

The Premier:- The man who put it
there oughit to gell the "stick." whoever he

QUESTiON-POW E'LUASED SLEEP-
EMS F0OR TRANS-AUSTRALIAN
RA H1WA.Y.

H~on. FRANK WILSON (without no-
tice) asked the Premier: 1, Has his at-
tention been drawn to the questions asked
in the House of Representatives by Sir
John Forrest yesterday inl regard to karri
sleepers, No. 6 of which read as follows:-
"Has any arrangement or understanding
been entered. into with the Government
of Western Australia as to supplying
powellised kari-i !or aleesiers fo, th0

trans-Australian railway?" The reply
given by the 2: mnister inl the House of
Representatives was "no." *2, If, in the
circumstances.. the Premier could give the
House any.) information as to what action
he purposed taking in consequence of this
reply

The PREMIER replied: lily attention
had not been drawn to this question until
the hon. member rend it out. 1 desire
to explain to the House that the Prime
Minister wired to me last week slating
that the Government were forwarding the
necessary papers to enter into a contract
Tor the supply of 1Y2 million of karri
sleepers. The question as to whether or
not they shiould be powellised is for future
consideration.

Hon. Frank Wilson: Then the reply
given by the MIinister must be wrong.

The PREMIER: No, the answer was
correct. The question was in regard to
whether or not any arrangements had
been entered into to supply powellised
sleepers. They are now dealing' with the
question of whether or not the sleepers
shoutl he powellised.

The Minister for Works: They may do
the powellising themselves.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: In the cir-
cumnstances this does not appear to have
been a proper reply to give, because cer-
Cainl 'v there is sonie understanding in re-
gard to the sleepers.

The Premier: Yes, hut not in regard
to Ipowellised Sleepers.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: The question
rends. "Has any arrangement or under-
standing been entered into with the Gov-
ernuient of Western Australia to supply
poveflsed harrd for sleepers 7" I under-
stood you had a contract.

The PREMIER: Yes, for the supply
of kani sleepers alone; the question of
whether the State or the Commonwealth
will powellise them is for future eon-
sid era tion.

BILL -NEBRIATES.

Introduced by thle Attorney General
and read a first time.
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MOTIONS (3)-RAILWAY ROUTES,
QUATRADING -NUNAJIN AND
WICKEPIN-AMERREDIN.

TAr. MOINGER (York): I move-
Plaits of alterations.

That there be placed on lte Table of
the fouise plants of the Quairading-
Nunajin line of railway and the Wicke-
pin-Merredin line of railway as recoin-
inended by the Advisory Board, and also
plans showing the alterations since de-
cided upon.

He said: Seeing in front of me that very
large plan on the wall, I fail to see how
it could very well he placed on the Table
of the House. However, as the object of
my motion is already practically given
effect to, I desire to amend my motion
to read that the plans be placed on the
-%alls of the Chamber instead of on the
Table.

Mir. SPEAKER: If the bon. member
xviii leave his motion in its original form
his intention will be given effect to just
the samne.

Mr. MONGER: Well, I shall content
myself with formally moving the moton

The MINISTER FOR WORKS (Hon.
W. D. Johnson) : I second the motion.

Question put and, passed.

Reports of Engineers.
Mfr. MONGER (York): I move-

That there be laid upon the Table of
the fouse the -reports of engineers and
advcisors which caused alterations of
routes as recommended by the Advisory
Board as regards the Quairading-Nruna-
jin and the Wickepin-Merrcdin [ies of
railway.
Hon. FRANK WILSON (Suissex): I

second the motion.

The MINITTSIER FOR WORKS (Hon.
W. D. Johnson): I have no objection
to laying on the Table 'the engineers'
reports in connection with the Qunir-
ading-Nunajin line, but the deviation
of the Wickepin - Merredin line is al-
ready the subject of investigation by a
select committee in another place, and,
according to to-day's Notice Paper, it is
proposed- later on to move for a similar
committee in this Chamber. IUnder the

circumstances I think we could well leave
this question of alteration of route to the
committee or committees to investigate,
and for that reason I do not think the
hon. member should press for the papers,
seeing that they will be placed before the
committee or committees in due course,
even if the committee of another place
have not already got the papers in their
possession. If the hon. memuber will
amend his motion, limiting it to the
Q uairadin-Nunajin deviation, I will he
pleased to furnish the papers.

Mr. SPEAkKER : The hon. member
mLust get someone else to move the amend-
men t.

Mr. TYHOMNAS (Bunbury) - I move-
That the words "and the Wicks pin-

Merredin" be struck out.
Amendment passed.
Question as amended put and passed.

Report of Minister to Cabinet.

M1r. MONGER (York) : I move-
That there be laid upon the Table of

the House the report as furnished by
the Minister for Works to Cabinet,
which caused so serious an alteration.
from the Advisory Board's recoin-
inendotion in -regard to the TWiche pin-
31 erredin railway.
The MINISTER FOR WORKS (Hon.

W. D. Johnson) : I must ask the lion.
member not to press the motion, for the
reasons advanced in connection with the
previous one. The whole of these papers
will go before the select committees, and
consequently the matter will be fully in-
vestiguated. In the circumstances I do not
think the papers should be tabled, be-
cause I am of opinion that the existing
select committee has already called for
th em.

Mr. MTONGER: With the permission
of the House, I desire to withdraw the
motion.

Motion by leave withdrawn.

PAPERS-LAND BOA-RD ALLOCA-
TIONS.

Mr. MONGER (York) moved-
Thiat there be laid upon the Table

of the House the full fle, including the
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evidence taken before the Land Board,
in regard to O.P. 29005/55 and 0.1'.
13454/55, and Homestead Farms
16408/74 and 7023/74.

He said: My intention was to formally
move this motion, but if it be the desire
of the Attorney General and members
sitting opposite that I shall go into my
reasons for asking for this informationI
I am quite prepared to do so. I may tell
the House that the lands to which I am
referring in this motion are owned by
the Minister for Works and the Minister
for Lands, and at one time the Premier
was connected with one of the holdings.
I am not asking for the land transactions
of small fry to be dealt with, but durin
the recent elections there were many re-
ferences made to these holdings, and I
think that the House and the people are
entitled to the fullest information in re-
gard to any Minister's land transactions.
I do not wish to make any personal re-
marks. If the Government are willing to
place on the Table the information I am
asking for-and surely there can be no
reason for objetion-that is all I want.
I therefore move the motion standing in
my name.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS (Hon.
W. D. Johnson) : I second the motion.

The Premier: I will support it.
Question put and passed.

MOTION-PERTH TOWN HALL
SITE.

Mr. LANDER (East Perth) moved-
That in the opinion of this House it

is not desirable to consider the pur-
chase of the present tolcn hall site
until after a referendum of the rate-
payers has been taken in reference to
the selection of a new site for a town
hall.

He said: In moving this motion I have
every confidence that the members of the
House will support it. Most of the mem-
bers are aware that this question has been
uinder discussion by the city council for
fourteen to sixteen years, and no finalily
has yet been reached. I think that close
on £C2,000 has been spent on plans and

specifications, and other expenses in con-
nection with designs for a new town ball.
The latest attitude of the city council is
to my mind a regular boycott. About
January the Premier wrote to the city
council, and offered to make a deal with
reference to a valuable site on [tie
nodtherin side of the railway, and he got
a polite oote back from the city council
that they did not intend to consider ainy
site north of the railway line. An ni
tude such as that, lion, members nmust
realiso,, is nothing but a boycott. Through-
out the whole of these transactions there
seems to have been too much considers-
tie11 of personal interests as against pub-
lic interests. On every occasion personal
interests have been out before the public
interest. The last lot of plans were
passed and paid for, but I venture to say,
without fear of contradiction, that neither
of the adopted plans conformed to the
specifications laid down. I mentioned
that fact in the council, but received no
support, and I walked out of the council
at the time when they awarded the money
to the successf competitors. When wve
know that this sort of thing is going on,
it is our duty to ask the Government to
hold their bands in reference to this pur-
chase. The Government have offered to
transfer to the city council a valuable
block of land in addition to a certain
monetary consideration, and I say that if
this were done on a business basis it
would put the council in a better position
than it is to-day, and bring in a revenue
of £2,000 a year. I see no necessity for
erecting a new town hall at the present
moment. A new town ball would cost the
ratepayers frilly sixpence in the Pound,
and I say there is no necessity to build
this ball for a few years if the council
take over the site which the Government
have offered. I hope the House will poas
this motion, and tell the city council that
they wvill have to consider public interest
before private interest.

M r. ALLEN (West Perth) :It is not
my intention to lake up much t imfe i
dealing with this matter. The member
for East Per-tht has moved to the effect
that the pn relia-e of thle present town ball
site should not be considered until after
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a referendum of the ratepayers has been
taken in reference to the selection of a
new site, and in the next breath he in-
forms us that he thinks the question of
building a town hail could be left in abey-
anice for many years to come.

Mr. Lander: That is a new town hail.

-Mr. ALLEN: I think that if the Gov-
ernment' have definitely decided to build
on that land known as the old police
court site--and T admnit that is advis-
able to build a block of administrative
offices-they should have also the site oc-
cupied by the present town hall. If the
police court site is resumed or again taken
possession of by the Government the pre-
sent town halt site would be too small
for a new huiding, and it would be unwise
to even ask the ratepayers to express an
opinion as to whether the council should
build on such a smnall site as that. I
would rewind the member for East Perth'
that even when a referendum is taken of
the ratepayers that does not finally settle
1hle matter; the city council would still
have to go to the property-owners to get
the money with which to build a new town
hall. In view of the statement made by
the Attorney General the other night that
the local governing bodies have no rights
except those given by Parliament, and
:as Parliamen t proposes to take away from
the city council valuable reversionary
rights, I think it would be well if the
Government took this matter into their
own hands, and built a town hail for the
citizens; they could call it a State hall
if they liked. I can assure the Govern-
mnent there would not be any objection
on the part of the citizens of Perth.

The Premier: What about the Trades
Hall; would that do?

Mr. ALLEN: We do not want the
Trades Hall, and I hope that the town
hall will not be put close to 'the Trades
Hall. The local governing bodies have
no rights or powers according to the At-
torney General, and 1, therefore, throw
out that suggestion to the Government.
A town hall is always a white elephant,
and it would mean a considerable expense
to build it on a site on the other side of
the railway. I want to remind the mem-
ber for East Perth again that a referen-

dum of the ratepayers would not settle the
matter; it Would still have to go before
the property owners, and I would pre-
fer to have a cash offer made by. the Pre-
mnier for the present site. I do seriously
suggest for die Government's considera-
tion that they should build a town hall
for the City.

The PREMTIER (Hon. J. Scaddan):
Whilst being thoroughly in sympathy with
the member for East Perth, I think the
House will see the wisdom of not carrying
this motion. We have no right to dictate
to the city council how they are to pro-
ceed in selecting a site for the town hail.

Ivlr. Lander: Yes, you have, if you con-
sider the interests of the public.

The PREMINER: It would mean that
if we were to follow that to its logical
conclusion, and wvere satisfied that per-
sonal interests wvere being considered to
the detriment of public interests, we would
have to supersede the city council.

Mr. Lander: That would not do much
harm.

The PREMIER: T hold with the mem-
ber for East Perth the view that the peo-
pie of Perth should he consulted before
a huge sum of money is spent in the erec-
tion of a town hall, but we, as a Parlia-
ment, have no right to dictate to the city
council that they should do so.

Mr. Lander: We are supreme.

The PREMIER: Though we are sup-
reineI there arc times when it is not wise
to show our supremacy. The question,
however, is one that affects the Govern-
ment and Parliament, because we have dis-
covered that the public offices, as at plre-
sent provided, are totally inadequate to
house our public servants, and to-day we
are paying a huge sum every year by
way of rent for offices rented and leased
from private owners; in fact, if the sum
were capitalised we could build public
offies at an outlay of something over
£E80,000, pay four per cent. for our money,
and still be on the right side. That is not
a vecry satisfactory staite of affairs, and
the Government are not prepared to allow
it to continue. We have already taken
step~s to provide new offices on the old
police court site and the present Savings
'Rar1 - -;te which surround the )nresent
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town hail. I wvant to correct the member
for W\est Perth in) his statement that the
Government hav-e resumed or re-taken the
old polieeourt site. The site never went
out of our possession, and that being so
wve could not take it back.

Mr. Allen: But you were holding the
title with the idea of amnending it.

The PREMIER : The Gove'inment were
holdingr the title while the council conl-
sidered our offer, huit we could not- bold
it indefinitely, and the council having
failed to accept our offer, we decided t o
erect Government office& on the old police
,court site, with the result that the present
town hail site is wholly unsuitable to hold
the towni hail of a city like Perth. Hence
we are considering the advisability of
making a. cash offer to the city council for
the present town hall site so that we c!an
then erect public buildings, taking In the
whole of that corner. At tPhe present time
I am placed in the p~osition that quite a
number of Treasury officers are on sick
leave, and during the last twelve mionths,
two officers, and in the two years three
officers, have died, and two or three others
aire suffering from the same disease. IT
has become so serious thatlIbhae ask~ed the
Health Department to immediately fumi-
gate t1he building, and I have asked the
Works Department to #nake provision
in the new building for housing the Trea-
sury officers. I have no desire to ask our
officers to work in the future under the
conditions prevailing to-day in the Trea-
sury. It is to this department we have
to look to preserve the interests of the
taxpayers of the State, yet there is no de-
partment so badly situated in regard to
offices and conveniences. Therefore we
must look round and find other offices
more suitable. I believe we can provide
public offices oni that corner for the
Agricultural Bank, the Taxation Depart
meut, the Treasury. and the Savings Banl:.
They will be beautifully situated and on
a totally differ-ent .basis from the present
offices. At prese~nt nearly every officer
has a little room to himself, and the rr-
sit is there is no supervision, unless a
highly-paid officer is continually walkiig
roundi to the different roomis supervising-
the others.

Mr. SPEAKER ; The Premier is not
in order.

The PREMIER: The town hali site
hinges. upon the question of public offices.

Mr. SPEAKER: That is not the
motion.

The PREMIER: I was pointingo rut
that we are puit into the position of mnak-
ing an offer for the town hall1 site, be-
cause we are putting public buildings on
a site which they consider theirs.

M1r. SPEAKER: As long9 as tlic Pre-
anier does not stray too -far from the
motion he may proceed.

The PREMIER : I have no intention
of agreeing to the motion. T wish to ex-
plain to the House -why it is unnecessary
suich a motion should be submitted, and
I think. it is due to iremibers that they
should have thie information I ca.n give
them],

M 3r. SPEAKER: The lion. member
may proceed.

The PREMIER: We have to look
round to provide public offices, and the
Government are strongly of opinion that
the present block on which niost of our
public offices axe situated should be wholly
b sed for the pui-pose of public offices, and
that it is a totally inadequate site for a
town hail unless the council have addi-
tional lund; but under- the circumstances
I. have explained, the pressing needl for
further offices in which to house our pub-
lic servants, the Government could not
permit the council to use any further land
than they have at present. That brings
us to the point that we must he fair to
the Perth City Council. If they arc de-
sirous of erecting a town hall, and if they
permit uis to take the present site,' wve
wish to give them fair consideration if
they meet uts fairly in the matter.

Mr. Lander: It is your duty to treat
the ratepayers fairly.

The PREMIER:- We are not entitled
to dictate to the Perth City Council.
These are matters on which the rate-
payers can dictate to the cnuncil at the
next election.

Mrr. Lander: So we will, nest 'Novem-
b er.

The PREMIER: The hon. member can
rest assured that nothing of a deofinite
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nature will transpire between this and
then.

'Mr. Lander: Oh;. yes, they may pay a
deposit onl certain land.

The PREMIER; We have not given
them the money; we have not arrived at
a settlement of the amount., Onl the other
hand, passing this motion may hold the
matter up for years. The ratepayers
may not desire a referendum, and we
would have to refuse to pay the money
over until the resolution was eventuially
rescinded, that is if we are to comply
with the wishes of Parliament. I think
it canl be very- well left to the ratepayers
to decide the issue themselves. If they
desire a referendum I think they are en-
titled to have one, but they have all the
powers necessary for the purp~ose of get-
ting it. In these cirnenistances I hope the
Rouse will not agree Io the motion. It is
true we are negotiating for the purchase
of the present site in order to erect public
offices on it, but it will be suitable for
housing officers who are at present housed
in private offices in different parts of the
City.

Hon. FRANK WILSON (Sussex):. It
is qluite true that this vexed question of
the Perth town hall has occupied the at-
tention of Governments of the State and
City councillors for a number of years post
-fifteen years I think the hon. member
said in moving the motion-at the same
time, if this motion is carried, it will in-
terfere with or action the coulncil mar
Suggest taking in connection with the pro-
vision of a new town hiall. I agree with
the Premier that it is not the province of
this Parliament to dictate to the municipal
council as to how they should pr-oceed
-with their business. lIthey come to thle
conclusion that a new to-wn hall is desir-
able, it is for them to decide that question
with the ratepayers*--whether by ref er-
enduim or by anyv other means at their
disposal it matters not to us as a Parlia-
ment. But the great point 'we have to
consider is whether the Government re-
quire this building for public purposes.
I think there can be no doubt whatever
as to the answer. For years past it has
been recognised that the Government offi-
cers have been indifferently housed. First

of nll, we had to give upl the General Post
Office to the Federal authorities. OC
course it was used as a post office pre-
rinusly. btit as years went by and we -re-
quired further accommodation, the Gen-
eral Post Office became very valuable in-
deed to the State Government for the pur-
pose of housing our own officials. We
hope the General Pa~t Office will son
fall into the hands of the State if the
Federal authorities carry out their pro-
jected ilan of erecting anew General Post
Office oii the site already resumed between
Mfurray-street and Welling-ton-street. T
hope they will hurry on with that wvork.
They have resumed the property at enor-
mouls cost.

Mir. Taylor: From the £2,000,000 sur-
plus.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: They' have
plenty of surplus, and it is just as well
we should get the General Post Office
erected out of that; it will be somne little
return to Western Australia that has con-
trihuted so much to thle Common-wealth
surplus revenue. The question resolves
itself into this. as to whflether thle Gov-
ernment are properly concerned as to the
future operations of tbe City council or
wh-lether they are not more properly conl-
cerned as to the future housing of their
own departments. I maintain that the
concern of Parliament is to seeing that
the Government have proper accommnoda-
tion for their departments. The Premier
and his colleagues have rightly come to
the conclusion that the previous Govern-
ment came to several years ago, that it
is necessary, in the interests of the State..
that the whole block facing Bar-rack-
street, St. George's-terrace, Hay-street,
and Cathedral-avenue should revert to the
Government. If 'we have rightly con-
cluded that this is the proper course to
pursute. the Premier is to he commended
for standing up to that resolution and
saying, "We intend to have that site in
our own hands, and are prepared to deal
fairly with the City council for the ac-
quisition of the town hall site." The old
police court buildings hove already been
taken by the Government. The Premier
announces the Government intend to build
on the old police court site and on thle



776 [ASSEMBLY.]

Savings Bank site. The Savings Bank,
of course, belongs to the State. at-
though I believe that the City cuiil l u
oue occasion put forward some claim to
that site; or, at any rate, they claimed
titer had some right to extend the town
hai over the existing Savings Bank, and
I believe the claim could not be substan-
tiated; but, with-regard to the old police
t'inrt site in Barrack-street, undoubtedly
the council have a much better and
stronger ciaim.

The Premier: They had.
Hon. FRANK WILSON: There is no

duatbt they have a much stronger claim.
They had an understanding with the
Jamies Government that the site would
come into their hands, provided they
spent a oertain sum of money on it within
a certain time in the erection of a new
town hall.

r.Allen: There was no time limit.
Ion. FRANK WILSON: Yes, there

was a time limit, and the time has ex-
pi red. The Premier is right. The time
expired to a certain extent because -we
utilised the building- for public purposes.
We held it for police court purposes.

'rTe Premier: No, they negotiated with
anotiher Government, and a Bill was in-
tnodnced to Parliament, which -was thrown
out, for another site altogether. That
was since then,.

Hon. FRANK WILS ON: The site was
granted to them by the James Admninis-
tnition on couditioii that they% spent a cer-
tain stun of money on a town hall in a
certain time.

Hon. W' C. Angwia (Honorary Minis-
ter) : And the council turned it down.

Hon, FRANK WILSON: I do not
know that they did. At any rate the time
expired. They were arguing as to whether
there was sufficient area with the old
ptolice court site, and the result was that
they did not do anything with it,. and the
time elapsed. The title has never heen
tranlsfer-red to the council, and now the
Premier tells us he is going to build there
and also on the Savings Banik site. I
would ask the Premier to see that the de-
signs, are a portion of a complete scheme.

The Premier : That is right.

Hon. FRANIC WILSON: So that,
when we do get the to~wn hail site, as we

fl.Ubt citi, fur Government purposes
eventuially, it will be one complete scheme
of Government architecture around that
corner, and in keeping with the buildings
already in Cathedral-avenue, and in keep-
ing with the additions necessary in con-
ntection with the existing public offices
facing Barrack-street and St. George's-
terra cc.

Trhe Premier : That portion will have
to be rebuilt.

I-on. FRANK WILSON : I think so.
We may be perfectly sure that it is desir-
able the State should have that property
and that the council must not stand in the
way. I hope the Premier will make a
cash offer for the site. Let him submit
it to arbitration if he likes; at any rate
let him get the thing- settled. The Gov-
erment must have the site. As to what
the council will do with the money when
they get it, I do not think it absolutely
concerns this Parliament. The council are
responsible to the ratepayers for their
actions, and tite member for East Perth,
as an oid councillor, must know that he
would have been the first one to find fault
with Parliament if it were suggested to
interfere with the council's actions. To
insinuiate here that because he thinks there
is some personal interest involved and
that a cheque will pass quickly in con-
neetion with some proposed, new site for
a town hail, is an argument we cannot en-
tertain for a moment in this Parliament.

Mr. Lander: You know the site has been
in the eye for about sixteen years.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: Which site?
,Mr. Lander: The Bungalow site; it has

always been the bugbear against the town
hall being erected.

lon. FRANK WILSON;. I have heard
that site mentioned on many occasions,
but the council could not get an offer of
the site for many years. I know the site
I wvanted to hand over to the council, that
wais the Irwin-street site. I offered it
with £22,000 in cash. I still think it wvould
he a very suitable site fdr the purpose,
with the town hell facing St. George's
terrace and the municipal offices in
Barrack-street.
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The Premier: There is no more suitable
site in Australia for a town hail than the
drill hall site.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: That is a
matter of opinion. "The Cloisters," in St.
George's-terrace, was another site brought
under my notice at one time, and we took
steps to suggest that the site might be
handed over to the municipal council for
the purpose of a town ball. Then they
missed the 'bus on that occasion and the
result was that the property was parted
with. A skating rink has been built on
one portion of it and the other portion,
I think, has also changed hands. Still,
that is not the question we are bothering
ourselves about this afternoon. Many
sites have been offered. The site of the
resumed land near the Beauifort-street
bridge was talked about, and, if it had not
been required for railway purposes, it
might have proved a useful site. In re-
gard to the drill hall site being the most
useful, I dare say it is in so far as its
close proximity to the Trades Hall is con-
cerned, this place being right opposite,
and the erection of a town hall there
would have the effect of the municipal
authorities being kept within the pale, if
not the influence, of the Trades Halt. I
may say at once that I have no predilec-
tion in favour of one site or another.
That is a matter for the council
and the ratepayers to decide, and,
if they in their wisdom, think it is
desirable to have a referendum on
the question, let them have it. The Pre-
mier's concern to-day is not as to the
future decision of the council but as to
the proper housing of his departments,
and in this respect I am supporting him.
It had long been the policy of the Liberal
Administration to have the whole admini-
strative block from Barrack-street to
Cathedral-avenue, and I hope the Premier
will see that be gets control of the town
hall, and that if he cannot get it by other
means, he will get it by resumption.

The Premier: Do not press that point
too much, you will make me suspicious.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: If- the hon.
mnember does not think it wise to do that
I shall have the opportunity later on of
aittacking him for his negligence. We

want, of course, to satisfy the representa-
tives of the ratepayers, and, therefore,
negotiations must take place. Up to the
present moment, however, those negotia-
tions have failed and it is for the Govern-
ment to act.

Hon. W. C. Angwin (Honorary Mini-
ster) ;The negotiations showed that the
council were not reasonable.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: They were
not reasonable. It is necessary, however,
to exhaust every means of negotiation be-
fore taking drastic measures in matters of
this kind. You cannot take a man by the
throat and say that in the public interests
you must have his property. You must
first negotiate and try and make some
reasonable arrangement.

The Premier: You did not do that when
you resumed the land for railway pur-
poses.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: Yes, we did.
The Premier: No, you did not, and we

have not yet fixed uip wvith some of the
people.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: The Premier
is not at all generous to me; there is not
a spark of generosity in his nature. Here
I ami for the second time in 24 hours sup-
porting him-ast night I was with the
Premier in trying to give a fair deal to
that dear old country Ireland, and this
afternoon I am sujpporting him in con-
nection with, this matter, and he imme-
diately begins to cast a doubt upon my
honesty of purpose.

The Premier: I am pointing out that
you do not negotiate when compulsorily
resuming land; wve decide to resume the
land and then negotiate.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: We always
negotiated in order to have something to
go upon so far as values were concerned.

The Premier: We did in connection. with
those East Perth blocks.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: Uinfortu-
niately, I have no interest in those blocks
now. At one time I did sell them, but for
many years past I have had no interest
in them. A reasonable price was paid
for that land; sonic people think that too
much was paid, but I am not of that
opinion. We followed the custom which
had always been adopted in the past;
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whenever we required land we lised the
value by prite deal, if that private deal
wais reasonable, and then resumned what
was required. We cannot lay down a hard
and fast rutle with regard to these nego-
tiations, and [ believe the otlicers of the
department should have control of these
imatters in every' instance. They endea-
your to do their best to secuire a fair deal
for the State and that is all that tire Pre-
iter canl expect from themn, and all that

I can cx pect frjrn (hem. I hope the House
wvill not agree to this motion. .ft is a
lim, excnse that there is some personal
interest in connection with some site. If
the hon. Inenler thtinks thie council or
the mayor will immnediatel 'y put down a
cheque. that wvili hardl y be sullicient to
inifluence its into taking action which must
hr. constru-ed into an undue interference
wi'h I he functions of the municipal coun-
ili

Mr. LAN14hR (in reply) ; I am suir-
prised at the attitude which has been
taken up by the Premier and the leader
of' the Opposition. I thought both these
gentlemen had more backbone. The rate-
1patyers, I hrough their representatives in
thle north ward, have asked- that a refer-
endum should be taken on this questioni
of the town hail site,' and the city council
promised that it would be taken.

Mr. Allen: That is where thle personal
interest is, in the north ward.

Mr. LANDER: What dlid some of tire
councillors do? Their action should be
suifficient to justify the Gov-ernment step-
ping in. Immediately the couneillors who
were concerned about the pubhlic interest
were absent, a vote was taken in the
council rejecting thle referendum. Do you
call that straight-going? Should niot thle
Premnier say we will set our loot against
isuchl a thinig? It is certainly time that
the Government did step) in.

Hon. Frank Wilson: Is the hon. zneio-
her in order in reflecting upon the city
council in this wvay?

Mr I. SPEAKER: There are certain
poisons against whom members are not
epilitled to cast reflections, but the mem-
bers of thle city counill are not included
amlong then].

M)r. LANDER: If we turn ttp the re-
cords of the city council of three weeks
ago we will find that a majority tried to
resci id tlie resolution dealing with the
negotiations for the site on the niorth side
of thre railway line, and also to rescind
the resolution regarding the referenduam.

Hion. Frank Wilson: Why did they not
do0 it?

Mr, LAUNDER : Yon kniow wvell why.
-%I-. SPEAKER : The hion. member

must address the Chair.
Mr. LA-NDER: This kind of thing is

of common occurrence in the council.
There are certain councillorso who take
advantage of the absence of their oppon-
ents, Itn this p~articular instance, though
there was a maitjority in thie council, it
wa;s necessary to have a two-thirds
majority, and because that two-thirds was
not presenit the proposal was lost. When
the Premier and the leader of the Oppo-
sition find this sort of thing- going onl it
is their duty to step in and protect the
ratepayers' interests against what I call
nothing hut municipal jobbery.

Qtiestioln put and( negatived.

MNOTI'ON-LEPROSY IN THE
NOR TI-WEST.

-Mr. GARDINER (Roebourne) moved-
That in view of the report submitted

by Dr. Moloney to the Commnissioner of
Health, to tIke effect that leprosy is
endemic in the district including M1ar-
dclu. (!luerrita, arid o rrartha stat ions,
.aped, in view of fu~rther statemnents that
f resh eases of the disease have recently
occur-red, rthis Ho use is of opinion t/hat
aill natires ont the above-?uentioned
stations shouldt be Segregted ais Contacts
of the disease.

He said: In rising to submit the motion
standing in my mnme I do so with the
utmost confidence as to the manner in
which it will be received by this Chamber,
inasmuch as when I briefly ouitline the
origin and history of this dreaded disease,
a1nd also point out the g-ross neglig-ence
which has been displayed by the Health
authorities in coping with this question,
members will realisqe 'how necessary it is
thait some drastic andl immediate action
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should be taken in order to prevent the
spread of the dreadful complaint. Some
three years ago a peculiar symptom mani-
fested itself amongst certain tribes of
natives in close proximity lo the town of
Roebourne. This complaint puzzled those
with whom thle natives came into contact,
and the result was that the sufferers were
sent to the resident medical officer at
RoebOLurne, who promptly diagnosed the
disease a.s leprosy in its true form. The
people of Roebourne were naturally
somewhat alarmed at this state of affairs,
and tihe result was that instructions were
issued that the natives should be segre-
gated onl a portion of the mainland ad-
jaeent to Cossack. A warder was ap-
pointed to take charge of them and, so
far as I am aware, the health authorities
allowed the men to stay there a consider-
able time until it was ascertained that
ether natives who were apparently clean
were admitted to the reserve, and they
in turn were mingling with their own
particular tribes in the Cossack district.
At this stage, 12 months later, it was
decided that the natives should be re-
moved from the mainland and placed onl
an island which was set aside as a lazar-
,ette. This island, according to the re-
port of the doctor, who was sent specifi-
cally to report on the disease, was abso-
lutely destitute of wood and water, and
the natives were compelled to live there
under the tender mercy of an Asiatic of
a most dubious character, who was ap-
pointed to take charge of them. This
state of affairs continued for a further
period until the health authorities be-
lieved they bad done all in their power
to stamp out the disease. Then the people
of Roebourne manifested some concern
at the condition of affairs and the author-
ities decided to appoint a p)rofessional
expert to travel through the north-west-
ern portions bf the State and report as
to the prevalence of the disease or other-
wise. Dr. 'Moloney, in whom I have
the utmost confidence, and wvho has had
years of experience in lazarettes in other-
parts of the world, was selected for the
task. He commenced his peregri nations
at Gascoy* ne and proceeded to many of
thle stations. Apparently in this part of

the district the natives were clean, but
lie arrived ait the station where the disease
first manifested itself, and with the per-
mission of the House I will read extracts
from thle doctor's report, which are
stronger evidence than any 1 canl bring
before members. Dr. 3Moloney says-

After leaiving Yarraloola Station I
visited 3Mavlie station oil the Fortescue
River, arriving at. the station onl the
11th October. This station proved to
be of panrticular interest in connection
with the object of the expedition inas-
much as it was from this place that the
first three cases of leprosy occurring
union,- the North-West aborigines came.
These eases were diag-nosed by me in
Roebourne over two years ago as eases
of true leprosy. These three cases,
two of which have since died of the
disease, were residents onl this station
(Ma rdie) all their lives.

Going onl to refer to a case of suspected
leprosy alleged to have been at large near
the Fortescue river, the doctor explained
that, at his suggestion, this native was
apprehended by the Roebourne police.
Thea his report resumes-

At the time of his apprehension lie
was shearing at Mnardie station where he
had been employed onl and off nearly
the whole of his life. I examined him
at Bezout Island on the 28th October
and found him to be suffering fromn
well marked leprosy.

Now, 'Mr. Speaker, this report was subl-
mitted to the health inspector. Let me
read further from the doctor's report: lie
says-

R(urrartha and Chirrata stations were
reached on thle 7th November. These
two properties proved like Mardie sta-
tion to be very interesting as far as tile
object of the expedition was concerned
as it was from Chirrata that the two
females came whose cases in 1909 were
diagnosed by me in Roebourne as true
leprosy. One of these, Clara. has since
died of the disease, and( the other,
WagarI still drags out a miserable ex-
istence at the leper lazaret. Twent y-
five natives wvere examined on this pro-
perty' (Kiirrarthat and Chirrata), and
here again another fr-esh case of leprosy
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was found, the victim being a male
native named Duncan.

Since the furnishing of this report it has
been confirmed. Let me read a letter I
have received quite recently from a
gentleman in Roebourne, one of most re-
liable character, and who occupies a
responsible position in the town.

Hon. Frank Wilson: What is the date
of the doctor's report?

Mr. GARDINER: It is dated nine
months ago, and since that report nothing
has been done in regard to the treatment
of lepers or the amelioration of the con-
ditions of those on the island suffering
at the present time. The letter reads as
follows:-

Leper Lazaret at Bezout Island: This
matter is still in a very unsatisfactory
condition, and prompt action is neces-
sary to remedy same. Aboriginal lepers
-are still being brought in from Mardie
station, one being sent to this island
during May. The whole of the natives
on this station should be immediately
segregated, as they are only employed
on the station during shearing, about
two months in the year. The rest of
their time is occupied in beaeombing
for the owners of the station, and
freely intermingling with the Asiatics
employed as crews of the pearling lug-
gets. Only last week it was reported
by an Asiatic wood contractor for the
supply of fuel for the lepers, that the
latter were starving and in urgent need
of water.

The Asiatic wo~d contractor contracted
to supply these lepers. He has free ac-
cess to the island, notwithstanding' the
fact that lie is of dubious character, and
has been convicted of offences in regard
to the aborigines. The letter continues-

This Asiatic during his visits to the
lazaret with wood had on two occasions
given these unfortunates both food and
water. The resident magistrate, when
notified, gave immediate instructions
for both food and water to be sent out
by this Asiatic.

I would like to point out that although
there is some divergence amongst medical
men as to the danger of white men eon-
tracting this disease, like many others I

hold the opinion that* the fact of these
natives being free to roam about at their
own sweet will through this particular dis-
trict constitutes a menace to the whole of
the community of Western Australia.
Those of us who are compelled to live in
the North, where natives are relatively
numerous, know that they are not con-
spicuous for personal cleanliness, but live
in conditions which, in themselves, are
opp)osed to all principles of health. If,
as the doctor so confidently reports, the
disease exists among these natives, there
is no knowing where it will stop. One
eminent doctor told me it was quite pos-
sible for a white man travelling through
the country to -handle some material or
other which the affected aborigines had
handled, and so contract the disease-with
this peculiar feature: that he might subse-
quently come to the metropoils, or visit
any other part of Australia, with the
germs of the disease dormant in his sys-
tem, and perhaps convey them to others
in whom the germs would at once become
active, and manifest themselves before the
unfortunate conveyer of them was himself
aware that he, too, was a victim to the
disease. I contend the Government should
tate immediate action to segregate every
native in the vicinity of the three stations
mentioned in nmy motion. Thec cost might
be considerable, but there is plenty of
fairly good country in the district which
could be resumed at a nominal price, and
upon which these natives could be placed.
If this were done, and a special station
formed, it would in time become self-
maintaining, or, at the very least, would
give such a return as would substantially
reduce the actual cost. And when speak-
ing of cost we must realise that the health
of the community is at stake. Even if
hoan. members are not afraid of the disease
reaching Perth, I would ask them to dis-
play some sympathy with the white men
who have to travel through the northern
districts. I might say that there is, and
has been for a long time past, great con-
steration among the white men in the
vicinity of these stations in consequene
of the existence of the disease. In my
opinion the Government should take im-
mediate action to stir up the health
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authorities. If their handling of this
taper question may be taken as an indica-
tion of the general ability of the health
authorities, then for absolute ineptitude
and culpable negligence they are un-
equalled in any department of Western
Australia, or, I hope, of any of the Auis-
tralian States. Here we have in our
midst one of the worst complaints known
in history. As far back as we can go this
leprosy has been dreaded by inanitind.
Yet it 'breaks 6uL in ouir midst, and the
health authorities sit back and take no
action whatever, allowing the Asiatics to
come and go among the lepers as they
please. Dr. 'Moloney in his report told
us that an Asiatic had brought'ashore and
distributed among the white residents fish
which had been caught by the lepers.
And, in the face of this, the health
authorities sit back on the score of
ecnnomy. I say it is ;L scandalous shame.
It is time the Government took some
steps to prevent the spread of this
disease, and, if possible, stamp it out en-
tirely. I think the extracts I have read
from the doctor's report will be suifhcient
to convince lion, members of the necessity
for immediate action.

Rlon. W. C. ANGWIN (Honorary
Minister) : There is no doubt hon. mem-
bers will sympathise with the member for
Roebourne. So far as the department is
concerned, let me say that immediately it
was reported, in 1909, that leprosy ex-
isted in that district, or that its existence
was suspected, action was taken to pro-
tect the unaffected natives. It is true
that the Government, at the time, experi-
enced a good deal of difficulty in ascer-
taining bow far the disease had spread,
and, as hon. members may judge, there
was also a good deal of difficulty to be
faced "in segregating the natives. The
Government were of opinion that it was
necessary the natives should be taken
from the mainland and placed on an
island, for the purpose of isolating them
from the other natives on the mainland.
Consequently these natives were put on
the island which the hon. member now
condemns. Even at that time, the Mfin-
ister controlling the department was not
too well satisfied with the island on which

the natives were placed; but it was a
matter of urgency and it was, necessary
that steps should he taken immediately,
and consequently this, the most conveni-
ent island at the time, was transformed
into a lazaret to accommodate natives
suffering- from the disease. The hon.
member stated that nothing had been
done to rid the country of this disease,
but he went on to say that the Govern-
ment appointed Dr. Mkoloney-

Mr. Gardiner: They did nothing with
the doctor's report when it came to hand.

Hon. W. C. ANflWIN (Honorary
'M1inister) : The hon. member admitted
that they appointed Dr. Moloney to go
through the district and ascertain if
there was any person suffering from the
disease. The doctor's report was brought
in eight or nine months ago. In that
report the doctor recommended the
making of periodical examinations. To)-
day we have another medical officer going
through that district for the purpose of
ascertaining whether there has been auy
further spread of the disease. Dr.
Moloney, at the time he made his in-
vestigation, feared that -there were three
or four additional natives suffering from
the disease, but it has now been proved
that there was one only, and he has been
placed in the lazaret. The numbers of
later date, to which the hon. member re-
ferred as having developed the disease,
have not been so many as the hon. mem-
ber would have us to believe.

Mr. Gardiner: I am depending on Dr.
Moloney's report.

Hon. W. C. ANOWIN (Honorary
Minister):- But I mean since Dr.
Moloney's report. Tt is true that during
this year it was reported that another
four or five natives were suffering from
leprosy.

Mr. Underwood: That is enough to
start things going, surely. It ought to be
enough to start even Dr. Hope.

Hon. W. C. ANOWIN (Honorary
ML~inister): Yes, if it were true, but on
bacteriological examination it was proved
that only one additional native was suffer-
ing f rom the disease, and I think, seeing
that this disease was only brought under
the notice of the department in 1909-
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Mr. Gardiner: Three years ago.
Hion. W. C. ANOWIN (Honorary

Minister) :Seeing that it is necessary
that the medical officers should travel over
very long distances for the IpirPOse of
examinations , to ascertain to what degree
the disease existed, it speaks well for the
medical fraternity that they have been
able to arrest thle disease so that within
the borders of this State they have been
able io find only four or five cases.

. MfcDonald: The report says that
probably further cases will he found.

Hion. WV. C. ANOWIN (Honorary
Minister) : To-day we have four or five
lepers on Bezout Island and endeavours
are being made to place them in a better
position than the locality in which they
aire now detained. I want members to
realise that the Aborigines Department
and the Medical Department are endeav-
ourinrg to have a careful examination
made throughout the districts in which it
is supposed this disease exists, with a
view to having- tile disease eradicated
entirely. Seeing that is so, while
I symipathise with the boii. member and
while I realise that it is necessary to pro-
tect those who are not suffering from the
disease it ivill be difficult to segregate
all contacts. I must saxy that the
Aborigines Department and the Medi-
cal Department have done what they
considered best in the interests of
the community. I have no objection
to the motion. I realise tha~t it is nleces-
sary that those who come in contact with
lep~ers should be kept apart for a eoii-
siderable time so that it may be aser-
tained whether they have contracted the
disease. This is being done as far as
possible.

Mr. McDONALD (Gaqscoyne) : It will
be apparent to hon. members that, as a.
layman, certain difficulties must exist in
dealing' with a. purely technical and pro-
fessinnal. question such as this. But the
statements of the member for Roebourne
are backed uip by the only evidence which
it is possible for us to obtain-ertified
reports by various medical officers and
men connected with tlie Health Depart-
ment. Apart from Mr. Gardiner's local
knowledge, we depend mainly upon the

reports of Mr. Gale, the Chief Protector
of Aborigines, the annual. report of the
Health Department and the report by Dr.
Mkoloney. So far as leprosy is concerned.
there can be no doubt that seg-regation
must he held to be the only way of coping
with the disease in its early stages, Oii
Mlardie, one of the stations dealt with, there
are from 60 to 100 natives living all the
year ronud, and] the member for Roe-
bourne has pointed ont that after shear-
ing these men are sent to'thle coast; there
they come into contact with the Asiatics,
froml the pearling luggers, and there can
ho no doubt that it was through the
Asiatics that leprosy was introduced into
the North-West. Mfr. Gale, in his report.
sayvs-

Both sexes suffering from leprosy
have, onl the authority of the MfedicalI
Department, been sent to the island and
are living together. The question of
separating the sexes is one outside the
scope of this department.

That is a confession coinn from the
Chief Protector of Aborigines. These
people are put together on a small island,
and I maintain that something should be
done-the scope of the department should
if necessary be increased-to prevent any
p~ossibility of tile sexes living together on1
that reserve. Mr. Gale goes on to say-

Unsuccessful efforts were made dulrinig
the year by many responsible persons
to send the leper patients to the lock
hosp.,italIs. This wvas strongly opposed
by myself onl the grounds that unless
thley, were kept within the four walls
of an enclosure, it would be impossible
to segregate the lepers from the other
patients. and as these had been brought
from all por-tions of the State, it would
be extremely foolish to even run a re-
mote risk of discharged patients taking
2gerins: of the disease into clean districts.
Leprosy amiong natives, as far as can-
be ascertained is confined to one locality
in the State between Roehourne and
Ashburton. and every possible means
must be taken to prevent its spread to
other parts.

Strengthened by the extract from that re-
port thle member for Roebourne asked-
and I gladly support him in the matter-
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that proper precautions should be taken
to segregate the natives on the three eta-
tions mentioned, namely, Mlardie, Cher-
rita . and Karrartha. Dr. 3%oloney, in his
exhaustive report dealt -with the natives
on those three stations, and the member
for Roebourne is to be congratulated on
having the !ourage to bring forward what
might be considered an adverse motion in
behalf of the natives in the North. Not-
withstanding the statement in the annual
report of the Medical Department that
one fresh case had been discovered
,amongst natives and confirmed by bac-
teriological examination, the report g-oes
on to say--

The ease above mentioned was the only
resuilt as far as leprosy was concerned,
but probably there are still lepers in
this district who hare -not yet been re-
cognised, and who themselves are keep-
ing a-way, hut a further examination of
the district will be undertaken durinig
the year, with a view to securing and
segregating any person found to be
snfl'eiing from the disease.

The object of the motion is to ask that all
possible contacts established on the three
stations mentioned should be immediately
seg~regated in the interests of the remain-
ing inhabitants of the State, whether ab-
original or white. I gladly support the
motion.

Mr. .UNDERWOOD (Pilbara) : I do
not desire to discuss this motion at any
length, 'as there is no opposition to it,

but I do desire to compliment the member
for Roebourne on bringing this matter
forward, and I must say the reply of the
Honorary Minister in charge of the Health
Department is not too satisfactory. The
Mlinister stated that three years ago this
matter was brought uinder the notice of
the authorities, and they are going to
get a move on directly. I have to admit
that my experience of the Medical De-
pertmnent is that if they move in three
years that is pretty rapid for them, but
I want to say, as I have said before, that
in may opinion until they get some more
rapid head of that department than Dr.
Hope there is not going to he any satis-
faction in the out-back portions of the
State in regard to health matters. The

position stated by the member for Roe-
hourne is somewhat appalling, and it is
marvellous that the Minister should sit
there calmuly and say that three yearsa.go
thle department made a move and that
possibly in three years. or six years sonmc-
thin~g way be done to prevent the spread
of this dread disease. I want to impress
upon the Alinister the urgent necessity of
not only agreeing to the motion, but also
of giving the fullest effect to it and of im-
pressing on Dr. Hope that if he cannot
prevent leprosy spreading in the country,
it is up to him to get (put and let a
young-er mann in, who wvill show some ac-
tivity in this matter. There is no doubt
that even after segreg-ating the natives the
anthorities have taken no precautions
wvhatever to prevent contagion, even, oin
the island itself; and this seems to me the
most grave portion of the charge -which
the memaber for Roebourne has made-
that they have segregated natives and
taken no precaution to prevent leprosy
spreading from the island on which the
sufferers have been placed. I think the
Minister has failed to realise the serious-
ness of the charge against his department.
I hope he will realise the seriousness of
it, or this Parliament will have to make
him realise it.

Mr. LANDER (East Perth) : It gives
me pleasure to compliment the 'member
for Roehourne on having the courage to
briag this motion forward. The report
of the Medical Department seems to sug-
gest that they knowv there are more lepers
in, the district, but they have not troubled
to look for them.

Rlon. W. C. Angwin (Honorary- Minis-
ter) : I deny it.

Mr. LANDIER: I will accept the '.Ki-
iste''s denial, but, if it has taken the de-
pertmnent three years' to deal with these
cases at Roebourne, they cannot be doing
much to diag'nose leprosy in other parts.
When we realise the seriousness of this
matter, it is the duty of members to urge
upon the Government that every step
shall be taken to prevent the spread of
the diseasc, Here is, a danger that will
kill more human beings than all the wars,
and yet the department is willing to
aillow the matter to remain in abeyance.
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On top of that, we find that others
allowed to come into contact -with
lepers on the island and return to
ainland without being fumigated.

Question put and passed.

are
the
the

PAPERS-PUBLIC SERVANT'S RE-
MOVAL, E. HAMEL.

Mr. LANDER (East Perth) moved-
That all papers in connection with

the removal of E. Hamel from the pub-
lic service be laid on the Table of the
florse.

1Mr. Hamnel had been in the ser-
vice of the Government for a consider-
able time, and had lately been removed.
That gentleman considered he had not
been justly treated, and in those circum-
stances it was desirable that the papers
should be produced, so that it might be
possible to see, if any further inquiry was
necessary.

Mr. E. B. JOHNSTON (Williams-
Narrogin) seconded the motion.

Question put and passed.

MOTION -RAILWAY PROJECTS,
WEST OF GREAT SOUTHERN
RAILWAY,

Mr, E. B. JOHNSTON (Williams-
NKarrogin) moved-

That there be laid upon the Yable
a copy of thre Railway Advisory Board's
report on the best means of openi ny
uip the lands west of thre Great South-
ern Railway, in which. the construction
of the Narrogi n-A naadale Rail'way is
recommended, together with, a plan
showing the proposals of the board.

He said: In view of the fact that this
particular report was published in the
Wlest Australian by the Government last
Oc-tober I anticipate that my motion will
be treated as a formal one. Therefore,
I shall be brief in my remarks. Why I
wish this report laid on the Table is be-
cause it is really one of the most valuable
reports the Railway Advisory Board have
wade. In it they recommend the immedi-
ate extension of the Dwellingnp-Hotham
railway to Narrogin, and also the imme-
diate construction of a railway from

Brookton westward. They also recom-
mend that at some later time the Narro-
gin-Arma date trunk railway should be
completed, coupling uptwith that railway
from Brookton westward, thereby corn-
pie ting both the Armadale-Brookton and
the Armnadal e-Narrogin railways.. On the
hustings I advocated the extension of the
Dwellingup)-Rothiam railway to the town
of Williams, and I am still of the opinian
that the best extension of that railway
would have been to Williams; but if the
Government decide to accept the recoin-
niendation of the Advisory Board in this
matter, then I shall support them in
doing so. If this recommendation is ac-
cepted, and if the Hotham-Crossmau
railway is at once extended to Narrogin,
a distance of 37 mailes will be saved to
the traffic from the Great Southern dis-
trict south of Narrogin to Freman tle. In
other words the extension of this railway
to Narrogin, either by connecting at 'Nil-
hams or direct, will bring the Great
Southern districts 37 miles closer to Fre-
mantle by rail. The recent rains have
had a splendid effect on the lhar-
vest; we are going to have huge crops
in the Great Southern district this year,
and I tell the Government that they will.
have to build this railway at once if they
wish to handle these crops. I can fore-
see, and other mnembers have mentioned,
that there will be a tremendous conges-
tion on the railways next year unless
something is done to meet it. I urge that
nothing could be done to relieve the con-
gestion in the Great Southern district
better than the immediate acceptance of
the Advisory Board's report and the im-
mediate extension of the Hotham-Cross-
man railway to Narrogin, either via
Will1iamns or direct to Narrogin, as recomn-
wended by the Advisory Board.

The Premier: It will not go back to
Williams.

Mr. E. B. JOHNSTON: I a~m relucet-
antly forced to admit that the present
Government do not seem disposed to take
the line to that centre, although I would
like to see them do so. That being so, I
urge them to accept the Advisory Board's
report and take the line through to Nar-
rogin without delay.
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Mr. GEORGE (IMrray-Wellington):
I second the motion.

The PREMIER (Hon. J. Scaddan):
There is no objection to having this re-
port laid on the Tahle, but I desire .to
say that the Government have taken into
consideration the question of extending
the Hfotham-Crosaman railway, and pro-
pose to introduce a Bill this session for
the purpose of making a further short
extension of that line pending the settle-
mnent of the question as to where it will
connaect with the Great Southern Railway.
Until that is finally settled, we have de-
cided. we can continue the line a little fuar-
ther than was provided last session with-
out interfering with the ultimate route it
must take to connect with the Great
Southern Railway, but we have to hear
in mind that the route for the Trans-
Australian railway has not yet been fixed,
and until it is fixed we are not in a posi-
tion to say what connections there wvill
be between the South-Western Railway
and the Great Southern Railway. If one
cnnction be the Trans-Australian rail-
way it may not he an Armadale-Narrogin
line as -mentioned in the motion. How-
ever, there is nothing to prevent us from
continuing the railway from Hothamn to
Crossman for a further distance, because
it will not interfere with any route that is
definitely decided on. We require au-
thority under a Bill to keep the men at
present on this line rather than take them
awny, and then, at a later stage, take the
plant back. The whole matter will be
considered by the Government after we
have decided the question of the Trans-
Australian railway. The member for
Northam (Hon. J. Ml-itchell) may smile,
but if he knew as much as Ministers know
he wonld find it a most difficult question to
settle. It will require all the data we can
obtain before we can come to the Honse
with a route, and we must consider it
from the standpoint of the future of
Western Australia and the people who
have to provide the money. For that
reason we are not committing ourselves
to any route at present, but are collecting
all the da'ta. possible for submission to the
House when -we will bring the project
before members. If the member for

Williams-Narrogin needs some informa-
tion so that he can properly deal with
the Bill when it comes forward, we.-have
no objectionr to .tese papers being laid
on the Table.

Rion. J. MiUTCHELL (Northam):. I
am glad to hear that the Premier has
agreed to lay these papers on th~e Table,
because the country to the west of the
Great Southern Railway deserves atten-
tion. I hope the Advisory Board's re-
port will be attended to. It was the duty
of the board and their business to mark
out railways to open up our great agri-
cultural belt.

The Premier: The Trans-A ustralian
railway was not considered then.

Hon. J. 'MITCHELL: Of course not.
We want a line to serve the land west
of the Great Southern Railway, and it
will be useful information. to have the
report before members. The Trans-
Australian route is beside the question
altogether, but T hope when that railway
is built it will follow the route of the
Eastern Railway as closely as possible.
Apart from that, the information the hon.
member has asked for should be made
available. The Advisory Board consists
of expert officials, and their advice might
reasonably be followed byv the Govern-
ni1ent in this and other matters.' I know
the country they have reported on in this
'"se, and I know it is seriously worth the
consideration of the House.

Mr. TURVEY (Swan): I support the
motion for the papers. I also have a
very intimate knowledge of the country
between the Great Southern district and
Armadale. If the Government can see their
way clear to open uip this country by
railways at the earliest possible moment
it will certainly be in the best interests
of the State. When speaking on the
Ad-dress-in-reply I understood from on
interjection of the Premier's that the
Armadale-lNarrogin railway or the Anna-
dale-Brooliton railway could not be defi-
nitely decided- until some definite stand
was arrived at in connection with the
Trais-Australian route, and the Pre-
mier inferred that it was not alto-
gether improbable that the route at the
coastal end of the Trans-Australian rail-
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way might go via Armadale. I wish to
congratulate the Armadale people on the
attitu~de they took up in connection with
the aitation onl what is termed the battle
of the routes. The people of that dlis-
tiet and of the Victoria Park district
cart-d resolutions leaving the matter en-
tirely. in the hands of the Government,
showing that they ' were prepared. to trust
the present Government to look upon the
Trans-Australian railway in a national
Spaii, and not showing the parochial
spirit just exhibited by the mnember for
-Northaina.

Mr. BROUN\ (Bevrey) :I hope the
Premier will have these papers laid on
the Table for the information of those
members interested. I have a good know-
ledge also of the countryt west of the
Great Southern Railway. There is a lot
of land there that will be taken tip and
utilised if this railway goes through the
district.

The Premier: The same laud has been
there for years.

Mr. BROUN: There are farmers there,
some.- very old settlers, carting from
twenty to thirty miles to a railway. It
is only natural that people are not likely
to take up the land if they have to cart
that distance. I hope the Premie-r and
his party %vill do their utmost to have,
the Trans-Australian railway taken
through this district if the grades are-
suitable. If that railway does not go
through this partienlar district there will
be no harm in having these papers on
the Table. because we would then have
a knowledgre of the report of the Advisory
Board, and I trust members wvho are in-
terested inl this district -will put uip a
fighlt to have the district opened up by
railway communication.

Question put and passed.

Sitting suspended fromn 6.15 to 7.30 p.m.

RETURN-TRADES AND WORKERS'
HALLS.

Mr. B. J. STUBBS (Suiaco) moved-
That a return be laid upon the Table

of the House showcing-i, The amnount
oif money granted towcards def raging the

costs of erecting trades halls at I/re-
nmnle and Kalgoorlie. 2, The value
of land granted for the purpose of
erecting trades halts thereon at F/re-
mantle and Kalgoorlie. 3, The amiount

-of money and value of the land granted
[or the erection of workers' halls
throughout the State. 4I, By whom were
the various grants made?
The AITNISTER FOR LANDS (Hon.

T. H. Bath) : ], would ask the hon. memuber
to make an amendiient. In fact, I will
move thie amendment myself. -My reason
for doiiig this is that it. is a vry- difficult
matter to get at the actual value of the
land granted for these purposes fromn time
to time in1 various parts of the State. The
blocks are usually reserved and set apart
for the purpose oif workers' halls, and
at the time perhaps no value is placed
upon them, To get the information the
hon. member desires would- necessitate a
very big investig-ation as well as an inves-
tigation of the values of land adjoining
ior in thle same locality which might have
been disposed of to the ordinary citizen.
Under those circumstances I desire to
move an amendment-

Thkat in line 1 of paragraph, 3 the
wards "and value of the laud"l be strucek
oumt.
Amincudunv passed.
Question, as amnidited, ag-reedl to.

RETURN - ARBITRATION CASES,
VALIUATIONS.

On motion hy Mr-. ALLEN, ordered:
That there be laid upon the Table of

the House a Return showing :-I, The
amount of the respective valuat ions
given by tile witnesses (either far the
r-lainuants or the Government) in the
recent arbitration eases of 0. T.
riolines, Robert flu ining, and Banning

Bros.(a.)for land, (b.) for build-
mns. ;?. Name of valuer.

RETURN-SEED POTATOES, PAR-
TTCUI.AR S.

'Mr. G EO RGE (Mm-rrav-Welli ngton)
mlover!-

That a return bie laid upon the Table
s1howring: -I, The qIuantity of see& pofa-
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toes purchased by the department up
to date-(a.) imported, in tons; (b.)
locally grown, in. tons. 2, The qua fltity
of each (a, and b.) that has been sold
to growers in this State. 3, The aver-
age~ cost per ton to the department for
each (a. anl b.) 1, The average price
per ton realised by the department for
each (a. and b.). J, The amiount re-
ceivred in payment for seed supplied.
6, The amouent remaining unpaid. 7,
What ation the department proposes
to take.

Hie said: With reference to this motion
1 do not think there wvili be any, objec-
tion to it on the part of thle Min ister. I
would like to explain why I desire that
it should be carried, ats it may seem at
variance with the conversation I had with
himi a little while ago. Since then I have
received] a delug-e of letters from various
parts of the South-West with reference
to these potatoes, and I shall tave souse-
thing to say about thema ini another mio-
tion at a ]ater stage. I am not in at hurry
for this return, and the Minister maight
have it prepared at his convenience. I
think, however, it would be advisable in
the interests of the department and others
concerned that the return should he pre-
parted.

The MIKiSTER FOR LANDS (Hion-
T. B. 'Bath) : I pointed out to the 'hon.
member in conversation that it would be
improssible to get out this return.

Mr, George: At present.

The MI1NISTER FOR LANDS: As a
matter of fact the seed potatoes have only
beeni imported this year. The flrst con-
siginment came to hand in February and
the second in April. and only a small pro-
portion has been sold, nd thme remainder
has been planitetl on the share systemi with
grOwersl tinider quarantine regulations.
Another portion of the conisignments has
been planted by th1' e department in two
instances on land which we were kindly
granted the use of free of charge for the
eenragemnent of this. very desirable
effort to secure seed potatoes trite to name,
and new seed. Therefore, until we have
the results of the planting of these pota-
tocs, it will be impossible to su~pply the
infarnmatinn askedl for. If the lion. meni-

her is content to wait until we can give
him a Lull account of what has happened,
I fail to see that there can be any object
gained in moving- the notion at tis junc-
tutre.

Mr. GEORSTE (in reply) :There are
teerLain portions of this information that
can he given. For instance, there should
he LWG difficulty ini stating vh-at quantity
of potatoes was imported and the qluan-
tity bouight as locally grown, the average
cost per ton to thle department, what the
potatoes c-ost landed iii Western Auis-
trat ia. and the prc e pa id for them locally.
I amn quite prepcare(1 to leave I he matter
in the haonds of the -Minister. If hie wishes
mec to withdraw the mnotion I shall do so.
I ami satisfied, however, that the informa-
tion which will be supplied will be of
assistance-to the department and] to others
concerned.

'rThe 'Minister for Lands: Let it stand as
it -n hen it is possible to supply the
complete return, it shall be prepared.

Question put and passed.

MO0TION-HAlLWAYS -DEVIATION,
WONGAN HILLS - AIULLEWA
AND1 W] CKRPIN-M EBREDIN.

Select Committee.

Mr. B. J. STUBBS (Subiaeo) moved-
That a setect committee be appointed

to inuire into the deviation of the
11 onyau JMlls-J11ulle wa railway, also
lie 11 irkepin.llerredin railway.

I-e said :. I ami influienced to move this
nmotiotn, firstly because of the great
amount of controversy that has taken
place with regard to the rontes for these
railways, and1( secondly because select
committees have heen appointed in an-
other lplar-e, and] I am of opinion that this
is the Chamber which should appoint a
coimmittee to miake inqluiries into these
propositions. In dealing with the matter
I woudd first of all place before lion.
memibers a r&Lsnn of the history of the
W"ickepin-Merredin railway. It was on
the '29th July. 1.910. that the Advisory
Board's .report was presented, and we
find fromt that report that great stress was
laid upon the fact that the railway -was
to he a throug-h railway, connecting the
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Great Southern and the goldfields lines
to carry the produacts from the South-
Western portion of the State to the gold-
fields. They deal with a comprehensive
scheme of railway construction in the
South-Western district, and the& say-

We have considered the Wickepin-
Merredin line as the backbone of this
scheme of extension. It is likely to
become a line of importance for the
through traffic of coal, timber, fruit,
potatoes and other products from the
South-West to the Eastern Goldfields,
seeing that its construction wvould
shorten the distance by more than 50
miles.

In introducing the Bill for the construc-
tion of the line, the then Minister for
Works, Mr. flaglish, also laid emphasis
upon this aspect of the question.' He
pointed out that it was necessary to have
this line for the carriage of these pro-
duets to the Eastern Goldields. And
when the measure was introduced in an-
other place the chief argument used was
that the line would be a connecting link
between the South-Western portion of
the State and the Eastern Goldfields.
And we find that in the discussion he-
itveez, the various members that point
was especially eniphasised. The member
for Collie saw the great necessity of mak-
ing this line follow as direct a couirse as
possible, so that the coal from the Collie
coalfields could he landed on the Eastern
Goldflelds at the cheapest possible cost.
And not only the present member, but
the ex-member for Collie, who at that
time was not in Parliament, also took up
Ibis proposition strongly, and wrote to the
West Australian newspaper advocating
the direct route for the line. We find
that on the 17th August, 1910, the En-
gineer-in-chief wvrote a minute with re-
gard to this proposition as follows:-

I propose to send a party, leaving
Perth on Monday next, to start the
survey of the Wickepin-2[erredin rail-
way. Would you please instruct as to
whether the direct route recommended
by the advisory board from Wickepin
should be adopted, or the divergence
from Wickepin to Rurrenkutten via
Kuhin to Merredin.

And in reply to that minute we have An-
other minute on the file as follows--

Please have the survey made the
direct route between Wickepin and
Merredin; I have consulted the Pre-
inier on the matter.

This was signed "F. WV., Minister for
Works," and F. W., I understand, are
the initials of the present leader of the
Opposition. We find that on the 2 1st
January, during the second reading de-
bate on the Bill before Parliament, Mr.
Daglish. in reply to the criticisms of
various speakers, confirmed the promise
that the line would be straightened, Ile
said-

The Government recognise the desir-
ability of, as far as possible, straighten-
ing up the line as hon. nmembers desire.
The Government themselves desire to
nmake it as short as it reasonably can
be made.

Further on iii his speech Mr. Daglish
said-

].f this direct route can be adopted
the total saving in distance between
Merredin and, respectively, Albany.
Collie and Bunbury would be about 71
miles.

You will notice that the distance to be
saved had previously been stated as 50
miles, but that we now have it extended
to no less than 71. miles. Further on in
the same speech Mr. Daglish said-

The saving in cost, if this direct
route is proved to be practicable, wvould
represent somewvhere about £12,000.

Mr. Daglish on that same day wrote a
mninute as follows:-

When dealing with the Wiekepin-
Merredin railwvay in Parliament I nfro-
mised that, as far as possible, having
due regard to engineering difficul-
ties, I would instruct the surveyors to
straighten tip this line and make it a
direct connection between the two ter-
mini. I informed the House that the
first consideration would be the getting
of a favourable grade (1 in SO if pos
sible), and the second consideration, the
scouring of a line representing the
shortest distanace between the two
points. Please instruct the Engineer-
in-Chief accordingly.
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Thre matter went on, and the surveyors
started out to survey this railway. As
hon. members will see from the plan, they
dlid riot get very far before instructions
were issued altering the route.

M1r. M-onger: That is not shown on the
p~lan.

.Mr. B. J. STUBBS: It is shown on
thre bottom of the plan. The member for
York wvill there find the dates of the
starting and completion of the various
surveys 'which were made. He will also
see thre various routes outlined on the
map. Things were going along fairly
smoothly up to the 24th February, 1911,
when the member for York came along
wvith a deputation in regard to this line.
Shortly afterwards, on the 29th May, Mr.
McGibbon wrote, enclosing a report of a
meeting of settlers held at Kumminin,
also in respect to this line, and on the
,12th July Mxr. McGibbon forwarded a
petition to the then Acting Premier, Mr.
Gregory, asking that the line should be
taken in an easterly direction. Mlr.
.0 regory replied on the 25th July
to Mr. MeGibbon to the effect that
he had forwarded the pefition to
the Minister for Works, asking
for inquiry and a report on the mat-
ter. On the same day tIhe Acting-Premier
wrote a minute to the Under Secretary
asking him to forward a plan showing
the survey as far as it had, gone, tind
also the route as shown on the advisory
hoard's report, with a further direction
to furnish these as early as possihle-as it
was desired to submit the matter to Cab-
inet. On the 27th July Cabinet had evi-
dently considered this proposition, for
the then acting Premier wrote a rather
long minute -with regard to this matter
to the Minister for Works as follows:-

Cabinet instructs that in connection
with the survey of the Wickepin-Aferre-
din rilwaVy the surveyors should be in-
structed with a view of serving the
settlers east of the country south of
Merredin. The railway should be sur-
veyed from Merredin to a point as drue
south athcotu-would permit to a
point about 40 miles south of Mferre-
din, end then south-west. On no ac-
count is the railway to he surveyed

west of the route as proposed by the
Advisory Board.
Mir. Monger: Where did you get all

that datal

M1r. B. J. STUBBS: From the files.
These are actual, facts; this is true his-
tory. On the 4th September, 1911, the
then Minister for Works, Mr. Daglish,
wrote a minute in reply to the minute of
the acting Premier. Mr. Daglish wrote
as follows:-

.tt is impracticable, for engineering
reasons, to follow the course proposed
in Cabinet minute. I have, therefore,
directed that the line north of Kurren-
kuatten lake should as nearly as possible
follow the route marked by the ad-vis-
ory hoard, for 23 miles, and then take
a course direct for Merred in.

There is one other point which must
strike anybody who peruses this file; it
is the amount of information that the
file does not contain. The file contains
a wonderful lot of information, I will ad-
mit, but when one reads through the file,
when one sees how spasmodically certain
things spring up in connection wvith it,
one is forced to the eoncelusion that had
all the information which should have
been on the file been in its place, the file
would have been very much larger than
it is at present. After the acting Pre-
inier had given instructions as to which
route this railway was to follow, and the
Mlinister for Works had stated that it
was impracticable to follow that route,
on the 7th Sep tember, three days after
the Minister for Works had penned his
minute, a conference was held between
the Minister for Works, the Mfinister for
Lands and Mr. Stoddart, inspector of en-
gineering surveys. MI~r. Stoddart was
then instructed to take an intermediate
course between that directly south of the
original survey and the other route. He
was instructed to go in between the two.
That instruction 'was given on the 7th
September, 1911. On the 3rd October
something happened. I do not know
whether it was unbooked for or not, but
I know that it put a new com-
plexion on this railway proposition,
because on the 16th of that month I find
there is a new Minister for Works in
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office, and hie issued instructions that
all these surveys have to cease onl this
tinle, and that the survey in connection
with the Quairading-Yunajin line can be
gone onl with in the meantime. The Mini-
ister stated in that minutle that hie was
stopping the survey because of the great
waste of public money which had taken
place in connection with it. It had, at
that time,. absorbed £1,000 over and above
the estimate for tile survey, and he con-
tended-rightly so, I think-that it was
time some finality was reached in the
matter; and to give him an opportunity
of looking into tine question lie decided
to withdraw the surveyors from that line
until he could make lip his mind as to
future action. I think that the remainder
is sufficiently recent history to he well
within the knowledge of all members. We
know that the present Minister for Works
journey right through that district, and
soon came to the conclusion that the pro-
mises which had 'been made in the early
history of this line were thle promises
which should be carried out, viz., thai
the line should go as direct bitween
Wickepin and Merredin as the engineer'-
ing& difficulties would permit. I am quite
satisfied that the Ml~inister acted wisely in
that connection. There is just one other
little matter I would like to point out in
regard to this proposal. and it is that
after the present Government cambe into
office, and after the Minister had ex-
pressed his great dissatisfaction in con-
nection with this railway, a deputation
waited upon the Premier in regard to
this line. Mr. flaglish accompanied that
deputation, and although lie had made a
definite promise that this railway should
follow a direct course, he went with that
deputation advocating that the easterly
route should he adopted. Another re-
quest was made that if the line wvere to
be straightened it should be straightened
withiu the limits of deviation allowed by
the Act, and the leader of the Opposition,
who also was present onl that occasion,
went so far as to threaten the Premier
with dire results if that railway were
allowed to go outside the deviation
allowed by' Parliament, forgetting en-
tirely that in consbruicting one railway his

Government had gOne 411 wiles outside
the limits of deviation.

Hon. Frank Wilson: Never.
The Premier: Yes.
Mr. B. J. STUBEBS: The leader of the

Opposition was shown the m~ap during
the debate on the Address-in-reply, v which
clearly proved how his Government had
conistructed port ions of the Katanning-
Kojonup railway 41' miles outside the
limits of deviation.

Hon. Frank Wilson: Nothinge like 41/'
miles; it was more like N? mites.

31r. E. B. Johnston: Four-and-a-half
miles.

Hon. Frank Wilson: Supposing it is
so, what difference does it make?

The Premier: You threatened me with
a Supreme Court action if I wvent outside
the limits of deviation.

M1r. B. J. STUBBS: There can be no
qluestion about the matter. This just
shows that these gentlemen, who are so
anxious that the present Government
should not do an 'ything which is not
allowed by Parliament, had no qualms of
conscience when they themselves held the
reins of Government, and, so long, as no
one knew, t hey were willing to take all
these risks, even if a Supreme Court'
acetion followed. Now I desire to deal
with one other aspect of this question.
We had the spectacle of the member for
York presenting a petition in connection
withI this- railway, and one would have
thought by the noise hie. made on that
occasion that hie was backed up by tie
sctilers to he served by this railway; but
what do we find are th tile facts of thle
ease? That the settlers are repudiating
the action taken by the member for York.
We find that a meeting of the Kumininin
Progr-ess Association, which1 was reported
in the Wiest A ustralian as heing well at-
tended, was aittended by only 14 mnem-
bers: out of a total membership of 106,
and of those 14, eleven carried a motion
censuring the Government for their action
and forwarding- a petition to the member
for York.

Mr. George: Were they not representa-
tive men?

Mr. 13. J. STUBBS: They were not re-
presenting those whom they professed to
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be speaking in behalf of; the settlers of
that district have repudiated] the action
of the meeting-, and havec carried a motion
expressing their satisfaction with the
proposals of the present Government.
Later onl, another meeting was held in
that district, and it was attended by 20
menabers of that association, who carried
a motion by 12 voles to eight to write to
all Liberal members in the Upper House
asking them to take upl the case in behalf
,of the 1{umminin Progress Association.

The Minister for Works: That is why
a select committee has been appainted in
that House.

11r. B. 4. STUBBS: That is a fact; the
select committee appointed by another
place is the outcome of that resolution
carried by 1-2 members out of 106, and
repudiated by the vast number of mem-
bers of that association, as well as by the
genleral settlers inl the district. I will
just read, for the edification of members
opposite, a motion which was carried at
a wvell-attended meeting, of the Emu Hfill
and Eastern Districts Progress Associa-
tion-

We, the mnembers; of the Emit Bill
and Eastern Districts Progress Associa-
tion, herewith wish to express our ap-
proval of Cabinet's decision to con-
sstruct the 'Wickepin-Merredin railway
on the extreme westerly route, as we
faily realise that any route west of Emit
Hill would not serve these districts, and
that these districts would be better
served by a con tinuation of the Yilli-

uning-lxoidininlop

I think I have clearly made out a ease
for the appointment of a select com-
mittee in connection with the Wickepin-
Mierredin proposition. I will now deal
briefly with the other railway, and in
connection wvith this I want to say that
to mny mind the gentleman -who moved for
the appointment of a select committee in
another place, acted very injudiciously in
so doing. because, in my presence, in a
public street in Perth

Mr. George: At a street corner?

Mr. B. J. STUBBS: It was not a street
earner, but the centre of a block. This
i-entleman made a statement that the
Government were deliberately deviating

that line because he owned a block of
land on the route that was first proposed,
and lie said that the Government stooped
to such conduct as to deviate the railway
simply to show spite against him as anl
individual.

Mr. Monger: I said strongzer than that
inl this House.

Mr. George: He was expressing his
opinion.

Mr. B. J. STUBBS: Yes, that was gn
expression of his opinion, and because of
the fact that he held that opinion I say
it was wrong of him to move for a select
committee in connection wvith this mnatter.
He ight have delegated that duty to
somebody else not so directly interested
in it. I want to also say that the member
for Irwin, in whose district this railway
proposition is, is quite satisfied, and,
furthermore, is convinced that the proper
route for this railway is the one now
proposed by the Government. If aniyone
has a casual look at the map hie will be
convinced that the proper railway to
serve those people to the west of the
Wo-ngan Hills will be an extension of the
Bolgart line, and, for that reason, the
Wongan Hills-Mfullewa line should lie
taken as far east as possible. When the
member for the district is Satisfied I think
it ill becomes-

Mr. Mloore: It is not in my district.

Mr. B. J. STUBBS: I was uinder the
impression that it was in the hon. mnem-
ber's district, because he told me he wvas
convinced that the route proposed by the
Government now is the one that should be
adopted. Though I have made a mistake
as to the member in whose district the
line is to be built, I would ask the memt-
her for Moore now whether he is not satis-
fled with the route proposed by the
present Government. I am sure be will
answer that he is, and that proves con-
clusively that there could be no ulterior
motive such as is assigned to the Govern-
ment for the deviation of this railway.
I am, not going to delay the House any
further; I think I have made out a eas e
for the npppintment of a select committee
to inquire into these matters, and I now
move the motion standing in my name.
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Mr. MONGER (York): This after-
noon, when 1 moved a series of motions
in this House I anticipated that I would
[lave some kind of fight put up on any
one of the first three I submitted. I do not
know why the Government delegated to
the member for Subiaco the important
motion which he has undertaken this even-
ing. When I saw the peaceful manner in
wvhich these references of mine to one par-
ticular railway were passed over it re-
nminded me of the old proverb, "Fear the
Greeks when they come bearing gifts."
Wh'len my friend opposite agreed to every
motion I submitted to the House, I
thought there was something. 1 fully ex-
pected that they would not trust to their
Solon, that great wise man from Subiaco,
to put up their fight; I thought at least,
when submitting anything for the con-
sideration of the House, the Minister for
Works would have taken it in hand. But,
to be a little consistent, I understand the
member for Subiaco has moved for a
select committee to be appointed to in-
quire into the deviations of the Wongan
Hills-Mfullewa and Wickepin-Merredin
railways. That is his wording. Only a
few months ago I presented a petition to
Parliament.

Mrk. B. J. Stubbs: On behalf of eleven
people.

iNlr. MONGER: On behalf of 82 people.
There were 82 signed names to the peti-
tion, and the petition is among the secords
of the House. It was a petition that a
select committee be appointed to con-
sider the question of the route of the
Wiekepin-Merredin railway. How much
support did I get from lion, members on
the Government side of the House? How
much suppjort is the member for Subiaco
to receive from that caucus-ridden crowvdt
A member interjects, hut I will make use
of that expression until some of those
gentlemen who get up in absolute con-
tradiction to their own votes within so
short a period-it is only a fewv months
ago thait I moved that a select committee
he appointed to inquire into one section
of the lion, member's motion, and I want
everyone to be conversant with the result
of the division on that occasion.

AMr. Taylor: You did not have much
of a chance.

.Mr. MONGER: We have no chance on
this side of the House. We had not even
a fighting chance. There was not one
member on the Government side of the
House who but eight or nine months ago
on the very same resolution which the
member for Suhiaco is asking us to give
effect to this evening, supported me. Not
one member supported me on the very
exact motion that the hon. member is
bringing forward this evening. 1 am
quite willing to allow this matter to go
to a select committee; no one hails it with
more pleasure than myself, but 1 do,
want to-see how that crowd is going to
vote.

Mr. SPEAKER:; Order! the hion. mem-
ber is not in order.

Mir. MONGER: I apologise. I desire to
see how lion, members on that side of the
House are going to vote in regard to
the motion that is now under our con-
sideration. 1 shall give that quiet, quies-
cent vote that my friend, the Minister for
Works, gave this afternoon. I shall say
I hail the motion with pleasure and that
I am going to support it, but I should
add a little peroration to my remarks;
and, considering the member for Subiaco
has been good enough to read out from
certain files and to give certain informa-
lion lie has had, I think I am perfectly
justified in referring quietly to that great
progress association that has recently
been started in the far eastern portion of
my electorate. I think I am perfectly
safe in referring to the resolution which
he has been good enough to tell us has
been unanimously passed by this associ-
ation. I dislike bringing into a debate of
this kind what may he construed as pri-
vate correspondence, but I had forwarded
to me, as also had the member for Subinco
and], T know, the member for Beverley
and other members of the House. a copy
of this resolution, and I shall read it to
the House-

We, tbe members of the Emu Hill
and Eastern Districts Progress Associa-
tion, herewith wish to express our ap-
proval of Cabinet's decision to construct
the Wickepin-Merredin railway on the
extreme westerly route, as we fully rea-
lise any route wvest of Emu Hill would
not serve these districts, And that these
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districts would be much better served
by the continuation of the Yilliminning-
Kondiniin loop.

I might mention for the benefit and edifi-
cation of MN-inisters that, as a rule, when
I have forwarded to me any communica-
tion deserving of reaching the notice of
Mlinisters, I send in full the comnmunica-
tion; bnt I refrained from attaching to
that communication the original letter of
the honorary secretary of that associa-
tion, because there was a postscript which
I. thought might have hurt the feelings of
the Minister for Works. However.' I ad-
dressed the Minister in the mildest form
imaginable, and I ask hon. members here
if the slightest exception could he taken
to this communication-

The Minister for Works, Sir, I have
been requested by the hon. secretary of
the Ema Hill and Eastern Districts
Progress Association to forward to you
the enclosed resolution passed by a re-
cent meeting of their association. I
may, however, say this association only
embraces about ten members.

I am still of that Opinion.
T-he Minister for Works: 1 disagree

wil h you.
Mr'. MKONGER: This is what I wrote-
1. may, however, say, this association
only - embraces about, ten members,
nearly all of whom signed the petition
which I presented to Parliament 'last
session. I have the honour to be, your
obedient servant.

I do not think anyone could take the
slightest exception to that communica-
tion.

Mr. Taylor: What is the date of it?
Mr. MONGER: The 15th July. I re-

ceived on the 18th July the following
communciation from the Minister for
'Works:

Dear Sir,-I have to acknowledge the
receipt of your letter of the 15th ink-
stant covering a communication from
the secretary of the Emn Hill and
Eastern Districts Progress Association
containing a resolution passed by the
association relative to the rotate of the
Wickepin-Merredin railway. In reply
I have to state that the membership of
this association is small, although I

-have been creditably informed that,
through the formation of this associa-
tion, the majority of settlers who be-
longed to the Kumnainin Progress Asso-
ciation have left the latter association
and joined the Enan Hill one. In any
event even if your contention was ad-
mitted, which I do not, the members of
the association have the redeeming
vir tue of being residents of the district
and their resolutions are not influeneed
from St. George's-terrace.

I hope that is a portion of the file from
which the member for Subiaco took his
extract.

Mr. B. J. Stubbs: The extract was not
taken from the file at all.

Hon. Frank Wilson: Who signed that
letter?

Mr. MONGER: It is signed, "W. D.
Johnson, Minister for Works."

lion. Frank Wilson: ft is an insult.
Mir. MONGER: I replied to that letter.

I wanted to barn all this literature-be-
cause it is going to be literature handed
down now that it is on the files and re-
cords of Thznsard, hutI had to reply to
the letter, and I think hon. members will
agree that my reply was a justifiable one
in the circumstances. I wrote-

I have to own receipt of your letter
of the 18th instant, which reached me
on my return from York this murning.
In the first instance allow me to con-
gratulate you for the insolent perora-
tion to your letter, and to ask from you,
as Minister, the meaning of the follow-
ing words :-" and their resolutions are
not influenced from St. George's-ter-
race."

I am going to ask the Minister before I
sit down whet his -real meaning was in
those words-

Tn the absence of any explanation from
you these words appear to me to coin-
vey a direct insult, and I shall be glad
to know% whether this was your inten-
tion in writing.

Later on, on the 27th July, I received the
following reply from the Minister for
Works-

With reference to your letter of the
23rd instant relative to the resolu-
tion carried by the Eman Hill and
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Flastera Districts Progress Associa-
tion in connection with -the route of
the Wickepia -AMerredin railway, I
have to state that I cannot under-
stand how my remarks to which
you take exception, and which were
merely an expression of opinion, could
have any personal application, as there
was no suech intention desired.

I am glad that the member for Subiaco,
has given me the opportunity this even-
ing of allowing this correspondence be-
tween myvself and the MIinister for Works
to be made public. We shall see whether
in the minds of thle people of Perth and
the people in the country the expression
of opinion as laid down by the Minister
in his discourteous replies to my comn-
munications are deserving of that kindly
consideration to any Government which,'
whether we sit on this side or on that
side of the House, we always like to ac-
cord to them. Now, having dealt in a
mild form with my p~ersonal matter in
this regard, I have still anothler communi-
cation. The member for Subiacon dealt
with everything that lie thought apper-
tained to his ease from the public file-

Mr. B. J. Stubbs: Ohl, no.
Mr. MONGER: From the public file

which has evidently been placed at his
disposal until commandeered by another
place. I have here a copy of a letter
which I sent *to the Premier yesterday,
and I ami desirous of reading this out to
show that not only a section of my elec-
torate, but a section of thie electorate re-
presented] by the member for Beverley,
are coneerned in the route of this railway.
Could there be a kinder appeal made to
the 'Minister for Works than the One I
submitted to him last Dlecember and onl
every occasion tip to the time he gave
his-well, I will not say ultimatum, be-
Cause I do not look upon it as such. The
letter which was sent to the Premi er
through Inc only yesterday was as fol-
lows-

I hnve the honour by direction of the
council of the Farmers and Settlers'
Association in the Pingeoll} electorate
to respectfully beg- that you will be
pleased to expcdite the construction of
all railways authorised by Parliament

to the Pingelly electorate, as the far--
mers interested feel the distance
they have to cart their p~roduce a very
heavy burden. We are led to believe
that money is available,

That I doubt.
and an early start would come as a
boon to some of the centres wvhere there
is at present a scarcity of employment..
My council would also earnestly plead
on behalf of the settlers concerned in
the route of the Wickepin-Merredin
line that thle Government would yet,
at this eleventh hour, be graciously
pleased

This man is too polite for me.
to stay its hand in the construction
thereof until an independent inquiry is
held as to which route is absolutely the
best calculated to serve the good of the
greatest number. My council feel that
somehow a huge mistake has been
made in the adoption of the present
route,

I do not know that it has been adopted.
yet.

and being assurcd that not one member
of tile Government would knowvingly be
guilty of anl intentional injustice co
any one section of the community when
the same was pointed out, make bold to
present this request.

I am going to point to the Minister for
Works, and say in my few retiring words.
that if ever there A'as a man who at-
tempted to overstep the bounds of ordi-
nary prudence ill his Ministerial position
it is the same gentleman who for the past
fewv months has occupied a seat upon the
Treasury benches, and I say that no man
1 know of in Western Australia would
have had the colossal effrontery to have
delegated to himself the alteration of that
route, and remember, he has had that
plan prepared according to his instrue-
tions. I repeat no man would have had
the colossal effrontery, other than him-
self, to have dared and attempted to do
what hie has done. Whilst supporting the
motion of the bon. memaber for a soledt
comminit tee, I desire to ask hin, and every'
other hon. member onl that side of Jie
Chamber, their reasons for changing tile
,attitude they adopted on the 21st Deemi-
her last.
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li-on. H. B. LEFROY (Moore): Fvi-
deutly the member for Subiaco has not
been coached too wvell on this question
when he referred to the hon. member for
Irwin as one through whose district this
deviation will go. The lion, member
asked whether I. was in favour of the
deviation. I ani not in the habit of an-
swering questions across the floor of the
House because I know you, Mr. Speaker,
do not approve of it, but I will reply
now. It is my duty in a matter of this
sort,' where a deviation is objected to by
the constituents I represent, not to take
up the side of one panty or the other,
but to endeavour to see that justice is
done to the individuals a ffected. So far
As this deviation, which we understand is
to take place is concerned, a short time
ago I introduced a deputation to the Mlin-
ister for Works which included several
influential gentlemen form that district,
and others representing the progress as-
sociation, They strongly objected, as the
Mlinister knows, to this deviation taking
place, and they represented that for the
last fifteen or eighteen months they had
lived in the hope ovr in the expectation
that thie railway would proceed along the
route proposed at that time. Now they
were told that a deviation was to take
place and that the railway would be
taken right away from them. We have
been told by the member for Suhiaco,
who I am afraid is not too well acquainted
withr the facts regarding this matter, that
the Bolgart extension will serve the set-
tiers on the west side of Wongan Hills.
Until we are in a position to know where
that extension is going I do not see how
we arc to judge whether that proposed
Tine is going- to serve these people or not.

The Minister for Works: You know*
it is being surveyed at the present time.

Hron. IT. 1R. L-EFROY: We know that
enirvey, s go for nothing. We heard of a
surlvey having been made some years ago
,with regard to a railway which the mem-
ber for York has been speaking, on anid
now it is being deviated and a1 contro-
vPr-v is taking place.

The Mlinister for Works: There were
five surveys in that ease; there is only
0- in this.

Hon. H. B. LEFROY: We never know
how many surveys there will be. There
was one- survey of the Wongan Hills-
Mullewa line, and now there is another.

Hon. W. C. Angwin (Honorary Minis-
ter) . You are not well acquainted with
that either.

lon. H, B. LEFROY: I think the
Honora-ry Minister said 1 was not too well
acquinted with it. If I amn not ac-
qluainted with that part of the country,
there is no one in tjae State who is.

Hon. IV. C. Angwin (IHonorary Minis-
ter) : I was not referring to the country,
but the railway.

Hon. H. B. LEFROY: I ani speaking-
with my mnind~s eye, not only on the sub-
ject itself, but Onl the country- through
which this railway is likely to pass. The
people on the west side of Wongan
Hills are muclh exercised with regard to
this deviation. No donbt if the Bolgart
extension will serve them as well, their
anxiety will be appeased, and they will
be satisfied. but until that time comes anid
they know where the extension is going,
I a not in a position to say whether f
ami in favour of the deviation or not. I
know that there aren a large number of
settlers on the iveSt Side Of Won1gall Hills,
who have been there for some years, and
,who have experienced a distressing timie
during the last twelve months. They
have been clearing their land, and miany
of them had hundreds of acres in last
year and got no result. This year they
are living in hopes of having- a good
season, and that with it they wonld have
a railway to assist them to take 1heir
produce to market without much expense,
hut when they heard that Ihe line was
being deviated some miles, hon. members
wtill agree that a considerable amount of
uineasiness must have entered into the
minds of these people. With regard to
the appointmet of the select committee
it seems rather an unnecessary trouble to
appioint two select committees, one in this
Housec and one in) the Legislative Council.
It is usually the custom, when it is neces-
sary to have select committees of both
Houses, to appoint them jointly. In this
instance we shall have all the same evi-
dence taen over again, anid not only will
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a great deal of trouble be given to the
people concerned, but also to the wit-
nesses who will have to give evidence. I
can realise that thle member for Subiaco
has the ear of the Government, or at any
rate, hie has moved this motion with the
approval of the Government. I would
not like to say for one moment that the
hon. moember has been put tip by the
Government to move the motion, but I
think it was the hon. member's great
philanthropy, and his desire to see jus-
tice done, which induced him to come for-
ward and ask that a select committee of
this House should be appointed.

Mr. Taylor: You have put it very
nicely.

lion, H. B. LEFROY: I certainly can-
nut disap~prove of this select committee,
but I hope if it is appointed we shall see
that its deliberations will result in justice
being done to the people who have been
living under the impression for some time
past that the railway was going in a cer-
tain direction.

The MINISTER F'OR WORKS (Ron.
W. D, Johnson): I do not propose to
take up the time of the Chamber further
than to say that I welcome the fullest in-
v'estigation into the question of the routes
of these railways. The member for York
asked the question as to why we are
ag-reeing to the appointment of a select
committee to-day when we refused it on
a previous occasion. The position is that
on th6 provious occasion the Government
had the question tinder consideration and
they were prepared to take the re-
sponsibility of unravelling the question
that had got into an undoubted mess
through political influence, on the part of
I le previous Government. After some
little trouble we unravelled the mess, and
w e stated which we considered to be the
best route in the best interests of the
State. Having said that we are now
pirepared for our work to he investigated
by an inipartial tribunal, and to leave it
to them to say whether right has been
done. As one who has had some little
connection with the matter, and more es-
peeiallv, having land in the vicinity, I
welcome the appointment of the com-
mittee. But the member for York con-

stantly brings up the proposition that we
have no right -to depart from the advisory
board's report. One can repeat as often
as one likes without succeeding in getting
that hon. member to realise that, after
all, it was Parliament that departed from
the advisory board's report. The report
was submitted to Parliament, and Parlia-
ment decided that they would not build
the line on the route suggested by the
advisory board. The Minister in charge
of the Bill, realising thle spirit of Parlia-
ment, and recognising that hie could not
get the Bill through, decided that he
would build the line on the direct route,
aid, on that distinct promise being made,
the Bill was passed. Consequently, the
departing from the advisory board's re-
port was no act of Ministers or of a Gov-
ernment, but was the act of Parliament,
and, after alt, Parliament is the authority
to decide these questions. Then, too, if
we are wrong on this occasion, we have
erred in very good company, because, in
the first place, Parliament decided in
favour of the direct route. The honour-
able gentleman has read, as I read on a
previous occasion, the remarks of the
Minister who was in charge of the Bill,
Mr. Daglish, who promised to adopt the
direct route. Then the hon. member read
again to-niight, as I have previously read.
the instructions Mfr. Daglish gave to the
Engineer-in-Chief, explaining that he had
given a promise to Parliament. In that
mninute Mr. Daglish said definitely that he
had promised to straighten the line, add-
ing "Please instruct the Engineer-in-
Chief accordingly." The surveyors
started, and surveyed 60 miles, when
political influence came in and stopped
them. The Minister altered his decision
again afterwards, but I say he was then
doing soinethiiig that was wrong. He
gave his promise to Parliament and gave
his instructions to his engineers, and when
lie allowed political influence to over-ride
the promise he gave to Parliament, he
was doing something wrong.

Mr. S. Stubbs: Are you sure of youir
ground when you say political influence
was the cause of itV

The MfINISTER, FOR WORKS: rrhe
fact remains that the surveyors were
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going along the direct route as instructed
by the MNIinister, when deputations came
along, and after that the St. George's-
terrace influence set to work, and changes
began to take place. I would not mind
a bit if the Mtinister had wade only one
change; but whien it is realised that five
different surveys were made as the result
of all sorts of influences brought to bear
on the Minister, it will be seen that a
grave injustice was done to the State, and
in particular to many settlers in the
locality. Then the member for York
comes forward and takes exception to
my remarks in reference to the influence
of St. G eo rge's- terrace. 'The honourable
gentleman wants no educating in that re-
gard, because he knows as much -about it
as I 'do, very likely a good deal more.
But, surely to goodness the ho 'nourable
gentleman does not want this Chamber to
believe that St. George's- terrace has not
influenced this matter, has not influenced
niuch of the -agitation which has taken
place. The honourable gentleman knows
it fn]I well.

Mr. MAonger: I do not.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The
position is that the settlers in the locality
presented a petition, as the honourable
gentleman points out. But, after the
Government p~olicy was announced, and
we made it clear to the settlers exactly
bow we proposed to serve the area so
that not one of the settlers would be more
than 121/ miles distant from the line;- and
when we pointed out that we proposed to
take the line in a direct route, in order
that none of those on the west would he
left more than 121/2 miles away, and that
we proposed to continue the other line
within 25 miles, so that those on the cast
would not be left-

Mr. Broun: But bow long would they
have had to wait for that other line?

The IMINISTER FOR WORKS: Sup-
pose they had to wait a little longer-is
it not better for a few to wait a little
longrer than for a large number to he per-
manently isolated ? The honourable
gentleman knows that a grave injustice
has been done to a number of settlers be-
cause of the action of the previous Gov-
ernment in placing railway lines more

than 25 miles apart. Take the Yorkra-
kine area: many of these people have
been permanently isolated because of the
blunder in the Dowerin-Aferredin line.
We do not want that sort of thing; we
want to see that our policy is carried out
in its truest sense, and that no man is
left more than 12 / miles away from the
line. We pointed this out to the settlers,
and, realising that our policy was sound,
although it might ;temporarily delay
the construction of the line, they
admitted that we were right, and
therefore they tried to influence their
association to support the Government,
and to work together with a view to get-
ting the line constructed as early as pos-
sible. But they could not get their way
with the association, and so they said,
"CWelI, we will secede from this associa-
tion and set up an association of our own,
and carry on for ourselves." They
seceded, and formed their own associa-
tion, andi carried a resolution. Now it is
an absolute virtue in -the member for
York to point out to me in the letter lie
wrote that these were an insignificant
few who carried this resolation,, while he
was supported by a large majority of
influential persons. I knew that the in-
fluence was that of St. George's- terracee,
so -when he took up the attitude of trying
to discount the resolution because it sup-
ported the Government, I took the other
course and pointed out that I knew what
the influence was whicb had urged him
to east a reflection on these few. Not
only do we find that we had St. George's-
terrace influence in connection with the
route of this railway, hut we fin~d this lion-
political Farmers and -Settlers' Associa-
tion carrying a resolution also. I sup-
pose the Liberal League will be at it nest.
As a matter of fact the trouble all along
the line has been due to the political in-
fluence brought to hear in regard to it.
We do not want political influence as far
as our railway construction is concerned.
AVe want to serve the State and to see
that every settler is within 12 miles of
a railway. We are doing that and going
straight ahead. Let us look at theW Wongan
Hills line. Exactly the same thing has
influenced the Government in adopting the
more easterly route in regard to that
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line. We found in the first place, on
assuming office, that a very large file was
built up, composed of letters from resid-
ent settlers along the track complaining
bitterly of the route of the railway. Sio
numerous were these protests that I in-
structed Mfr. Muir, the inspecting engineer
for surveys, to go along the route and see
for himself. M1y instructions to him were
definite. I told him to go right along the
route and meet as many of the resident
settlers as lie could, and as many of the
progress associations as possible, and
after getting- all -the information to make
a recommendation as to whether we
should definitely decide upon the route as
surveyed, or, if he found that a wrong
was being dune, how we were to put it
right.

Mr. Monger: Why not have adopted
the same policy- in regard to the Wicke-
pin-Merredin line?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Be-
cause I realised that there had been
plenty of inquiry in regard to that. The
leader of the Opposition had declared in
favour of the direct route, and had writ-
ten a minute to that effect. I do not
suppose he remembered that circurn-
stance, beca use he would not have been
guilty of writing the minute and then
going to the Premier and] denying it.

Hon. Frank Wilson: I never denied it.

The MINISTER FORl WORRS: I do
-not think the lion. memiber could do a
thiing like that, 'Mr. Daglish. who was
then Minister for Works, declared in
favour Of the direct route. Consequently,
why should we further investigateq 9We
had the leader of the Opposition in fav-
our of the direct route, and writing a9
minute to that effect. Then the ru.
member declares in favour of the direct
route, Parliament declares in favour of
it. and so, as I say, why should there be
any more investigation, when aill authori-
ties are unanimous upon the route-until
the general 'elections come along. Then,
when there were somie votes to be caught,
tile Mfinisters of the day ebiaiged their
opinions, and they have been changing-
them ever since. But let me get on to
the Wongan Hills line. 'Mr. Mluir subl-
iited hi,; report. It has been stated

that it was personal objections to Mir.
Sommers which influenced me in deciding
to adopt this more easterly route. As a
matter of fact I did not receive the re-
port and recommendation from Mr. Muir,
and the member for Moore will bear me
out when I say I was not aware that the
alteration had been decided upon wvhen
the heon, member brought his deputation
along. I Was quite Surprised, and told
him that I had no idea of any altera-
tion having been made. On making in-
quiries I found that -Mr. Muir's report
had been submitted to my colleague, Hon:
W. C. Angwin, during my absence, and
that after investigation, the Minister had
decided to adopt the report, with the
result that the surveyors were instructed
accord ingly. I pjromised the honojirable
gentleman and his deputation that I would
re-submit the matter to Cabinet, because
I was of opinion that Cabinet had not
fully considered it. I referred the matter
to Cabinet, and found that they had fully
investigated it, and had decided in favour
of the more easterly route, because, had
they adopted the more westerly route, it
would have taken the line within somte
35 miles of the Mlidland Railway Comn-
pany's line, and the people out east would
have been permanently isolated. On the
other hland, if we sent the line out in the
easterly% direction, we would take it out
50 mniles, and by running the Bolgart
extrusion through between the two, we
would have a twelve and a-half mile
radius rig-ht through. The people on the
east and on the wvest, and the people of
Bolgart and those along the Midland line,
would all be served; everybody would be
served. But, as I say. had we adopted
the rnnte as decided lil)On by the previous
Government, the peop~le out east would
have been permanently isolated, and to
do I hemi justice we would have had ',u
briiig them in again, because they could
not hope to farm successfully withot
railway communication. As it is wre ar 3
serving these people and doing no in-
justice, unless it can be called injustice
to place somebody 12"2 miles from thie
line who. obviously, would not have been
quite so far away had we adolpted the
westerly route. Consequently we adopted
the eastcrly route to get the 121/2 mile
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radius,' so that we could serve all the
people instead of serving a section of
them, and isolating others. The member
for the district desired to know where
the Bolgart line is to go. It is part of
the Government policy that whenever we
propose to extend a line, instructions are
to be issued for the survey of the pro-
posed extension before the Bill is intro-
duced, so that we can tell Parliament
exactly where the line is to go. In ac-
cordance with this policy we have sur-
veyors along the Bolgart extension to-day.
They are out some 15 or 16 miles, and
presently it will be the responsibility of
the Government to say exactly what dis-
tance the line will go.

A-r. Moore:- Fifteenl mites will not
serve the Bolgort people.

The 'MINISTER FOR WORKS:; But
Ihe instruction to the engineers from
tue is to ta9ke two lines, the Midland line
and the Wongan Hills line, and fix a
direct route which is equi-distant be-
tween the two, if engineering difficul-
ties will permit. Consequently, I claim
that we have adopted the right course.
Tn connection with the ,Wickepin-Aferre-
din lie, we adopted it so that everybody
would be served.

Mr. Monger : You did nothing of the
sort.

The IWWfISTER FOR WORKS : We
adopted it so that everybody would be
served, and consequently we welcome in-
vestigation; but I -want to say that I
agree with the member for Irwin. that
when another place decided to make an
investigation of this matter they should
have realised' that the Assembly is the
Chamber that should be consulted in this
a ffair, and that the select commuittee should
have been a joint one of both Houses.
However, another place having taken the
responsibility of saying that they were
going to have a committee on their own,
I say it is only fair that this Chamber
should also have an opportunity of in-
vestigating it. Personally, I re gret the
expense in connection with all these in-
vestigations, for I a-m sure that the evi-
dence will endorse the action of the Gov-
ernment, because it is carrying out the
policy of the Government to place a line
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not more than 121/2 miles, as the crow
flies, from every settler. We have done
that, and I am satisfied that our policy
will be endorsed.

Hon. FRANK WILSON (Sussex) -I
am not rising to oppose the appointment
of a select committee in connection with
the routes of these railway lines, hut it
is passing strange that a motion of this
description moved by the member for
York last session should have been re-
jected with scorn by the Mlinister for
Works and his colleagues on that oc-
casion, and to-day we have the Min-
ister putting up a member to move
a motion in identically the sanie
terms,. We have also the marvellous
statement of that bon. member that lie
is moving because another place has
thought fit to appoint a select committee
to inquire into these routes. Then lie
went on to announce the opinion that bie
holds, that select committees of this de-
scription should be appointed by this
House and apparently by this Houise only.
I should like the hion. member to under-
stand that Parliament, as it exists under
the Constitution, consists of two Chain-
hers, and that the Upper House has equal
rights with this Chamber in connection
with matters of this description. The
only exception is with regard to certain
money Bills, but another place is per-
fectly justified, just as much justified ais
we are, in asking for and appointing:
a select committee to inqnire into this
matter.

The Premier : Who claimed other-
wise ?

Hon. FRAN14K WILSON : The mem-
ber for Subiaco.

The Premier:. No.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: Yes, hie did.
I admit at once that it seems to me to be
unnecessary, , and I have very seldom
known it occur in Western Australia at
any rate, that we should have two select
committees appointed by the different
Chambers of the one Parliament to ia-
quiire into one subject and sit at the same
time. Ilt scems to me to he a waste of
allergy.

1J1-, Taylor: A waste of money.
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Hon. FRANK WILSON: And a waste
of money. Because we will have, I sup-
pose, exactly the same evidence called by
both committees and possibly opposite de-
cisions givenl.

T1' e Premier: What makes you think
that?

Ilon. FRANK WILSON: I say pos-
sibly, because I believe that the lion. muem-
her is moving for a select committee and
.! inisters arc supporting him in order to
c(unuteract sunmething that is going to
happen before the other committee.

MT. Green: You evidently know what
is going to happen uip there.

.Air. Monger: Do not whisper so loud.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: The hon.
member will intimidate the select corn-
mnittee if he is not more gentle in his
remaqrks. Why did not the Premier, when
lie knew that a select committee was to be
appointed in another place, suggest a
joint select committee, and then he would
have had the inquiry carried out on the
most economical lines, and the decision
wvould have represented the opinions of
the members appointed from both Cham-
bers?9

The Premier: Because in this Chamber
we do not transact any business until the
Address-in-reply is disposed of.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: The Premier
could have asked to have the matter de-
layed. That is not a valid excuse at all.
People outside will recognise that it is a
foolish excuse to put forward, and it does
not justify the extra expense that will be
incurred by having two select committees
to consider the same evidence. The Min-
ister for Works had the audacity to refer
to St. George's-terrace in his correspond-
ence with the member for York, and he
hais the audacity to rise in his place in
this House and refer in terms of scorn
to St. George's-terrace, and say that St.
George's-terrace has influenced this ques-
tion from beginning to end. What does
the hon. member mean by St. George's-
terrace? I wonder that he would be seen
in the terrace, but what does he mean by
his remark? In this instance he means
twvo people, having offices in St. George's-
terrace, who are interested in this rail-

way-Mr. Hedges on the one part and
Air. McGibhon oil the other part.

The Minister for Works: You evidently
know more about it than I do.

Hon. FRAN~K WILSON: It is in Ban-
sard; it was ventilated last session.
Therefore his scornful remarks in regard
to St. George's-terrace are a direct insult
to those two gentlemen who are interested
in the construction of this line, and it
seems to me that the hon. member goes
out of his 'way to insult people.

Hon. W. C. Angwin (Honorary Minis-
ter) : Is Mr. Hedges in St. George's-ter-
race?

I-on. FRANK WILSON: Hle has an
office in St. George's-terrace although he
is mostly in Melbourne, but he is a large
landholder and is doing excellent work
to the east of the lake onl the west side
of which the Minister is going to construct
this line. Let me say that there is far
too much of the personal element drawn
into this debate. I asked the Minister
last session to do justice to the settlers to
the east of the salt lakes some 200 of them
I was informed at that time, who were
likely to suffer considerably because the
line was being deviated to the west of the
lakes; and I think it goes without saying,
on the Minister's own admission to-night,
that these people will suiffer extreme hard-
ship if they have to use the route which
the Government are adopting. Mr.
Hedges will suiffer with them; prob-
ably lie will suffer more than any of
them because he has a larger area under
cultivation, but perhaps he can weather
through. The Minister rises and says
that we are all in favour of the westerly
route, and he stated that I am in favour
of the westerly route because of a minute
wvritten by me in August, 1910, and he
then accused me of denying this minute
to the present Premier. I admit that I
had forgotten about this minute. I can-
not remember all the minutes that have
been written, but I am prepared to be
confronted -with my minutes on any occa-
sion.

The Premier: But you are not always
pleased you have forgotten them, surely.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: I think the
Premier might try to preserve the dignity
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of his position somewhat and listen calmly
and patiently when I am explaining, co-
herently 1 hope, this very minute in con-
nection with which the Minister for
Works accuses me of advocating this
western route. At the time when that
wnitte was written, August 1910, I had
jus~t recently taken charge of the Works
Department, and the Engi-neer-in-Chief
in that minute which is headed "Survey
of Wickepin-lerredin railway" said-

I propose to send a party, leaving
Perth on Monday next, to start the
survey of the Wickepin-Merredin rail-
war. Would you please instruct as to
whether the direct route recommended
by the Advisory Board from Wiekepin
is to be adopted, or a diversion from
Wickepin to Kurrenkutten, via Kulin,
to Mierredin.

AMy reply to that was-
Please have the survey made on the

direct route from Wickepin to Merre-
did. I have consulted the Premier in
the matter.

That was the direct route as recommended
by the Advisory Board, and yet the Min-
ister accuses me of being in favour of
plIacing a ruler across the map.

The Minister for -Works: That is ex-
aetly what you wrote.

Ron. FRANK WILSON: Of course it
is what I wrote. But where is the Ad-
visory Board's recommendation? To the
east of the lakes as per the yellow mark
on the Minister's own map in this Cham-
ber. The Advisory Board never recom-
mended that the line should go to the west
of the salt lakes.

The Minister for Works: You bare
twisted that minute round.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: How can I
twist it round?

The Minister for Works: Welt, it is
twisted round.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: How can I
twist it? Here is the Engineer-in-Chief's
minute on the 17th Auigust and my rerdly
is uinder it on the 18th August. The En-
gineer-in-Chief asks if he is to make the
survey on the direct route recommended
by the Advisory Bord--

The Minister for Works: The Advisory
Board recommended against the direct
route;, it must be wrong.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: How can
the Minister accuse me of being in favour
of the westerly route on that minute?

The 'Minister for Works: The En-
gineer-in-Chief.has made a mistake then.

Hion. FRANK WILSON: No, he says
"the route recomnmended by the Advisory
Board," and if anyone examines the map
lie will see that it is a direct route in
contradistinction to the other route to
Rurrenkutten via Kulin to Merredin,
which would take it to the east of Emit
Hill.

The Minister for Works: The diversion
is the Advisory Board's report.

Hon, FRANK WILSON: The Min-
ister is trying to wriggle out of it; he
has made an accusation and he admits
that lie has failed in it.

IMr. Green: You have twisted the
minute.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: I am sorry
the hon. member is unwell.

Mr. Green: You have been twisting
all your life.

Hon. FRANK WVILSON: The boa.
member is twisting, or wriggling, at any
rate, because lie is rapidly being con-
vinced by my argument. I object to the
Minister putting a wrong construction on
my minute, which was a direct reply to
the Engineer-in-Chief's winute. What
direct route did I refer to? I referred to
the engineer's minute and that is as plain
as a pikestaff. It says the route recom-
mended hy the Advisory Board, yet the
Minister -wants to make out that I denied
the minute I had written to the Engineer-
in-Chief when I went to the present Pre-
mier on a deputation in connection with
this matter. Now, my reading of the
whole business is that the 11inister wants
to state that Parliament has sanctioned
his action in bringing this line to the west
of the salt lakes. Parliament never sanc-
tioned that action. He wants, further,
to state that Parliament has sanctioned
his action in going outside the 12
miles deviation limit, which is provided
for in the Act of Parliament giving power
to construct this line. Parliament has
never sanctioned it.

H~on. W, C. Angwin (Honorary Minis-
ter) : We are not outside the deviation.

M1r. M'honger: You are.
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Hlon. FRANKX WILSON,,: If the Min-
ister is not outside the deviation allowed
be is all right, hut I think he is outside,
and if be is, he is all wrong.

Mr. A. A. Wilson: What did 21r. flag.
lish promise?

Ron. FRANK WILSON: He promised
to straighten out the line between Wicks-
pin and Knrrenkatten, the tirst 26 miles,
if I remember aright. It was in response
to a question by the hon. member, and he
used the words "to take out the curve to
the wvest."

Mr, A. A. Wilson: No, I said "the
twist and pot-holes"; those are the wards I
used,-

Hon. FRANK WILSON: What are
pot-holes? The hon. member asked the
Minister to straighten out a certain curve
in the line, and Mr. Daglish said he would
endeavour to straighten out the curve to
the west. I quoted his language on a
previous occasion, when we were debating
this very question; the curve was to the
west, and it was straightened out; that
was between Wiekepin and Rorrenkuitten
at the south end of the salt lakes.

The Minister for Works: How could
it be at that end? The line was surveyed
at the time to that point. It was from
Kurrenlcutten he started his straight ine.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: The Minis-
ter had promised to take that curve out.
I know that very -well, and I quoted Haen-
sa on that occasion.

The Mlinister far Works: He promised
to go direct, the same as you promised it.

Wit. FRANK 'WILSON: The Minis-
ter is mnaking- a false assertion again; he
has no ni~it to go on repeating it. I in-
structed that thle survey should he made
to the east of the salt lakes, in accordance
with the recommendation of the Advisory
Boardi, and the NMinister for Works knows
it, though he goes on repeating that I in-
structed that it should go to the wvest of
the lakes. I can lay my' hands on the
exact words of Mr. TDaglish as recorded
in liatzsard-

In January, 19111. w~hen the Bill wvas
being adopited, V.A. A. Wilson, the
member for Collie, asked that the line
should he straightened out. He quoted

Jouba~ x'~ letter, w~h'b *r.

peared in the Press, a letter which,
clearly set forth that the line should
be straightened out between Wiekepin
and a point -40 miles south of 'Merredin
-somewhere in the vicinity of Emu Hill.
The words used by Mir. Wilson bear this.
out cleairly. He wislhed to have the
westerly cnrve straightened out, The
curve the Mlinister for Works is taking
exception to is the cnrve to the east of
the proposed route he thinks it ought
to follow, Mr. A. A. Wilson was not
making any reference to the curve
which the Minister for Works thinks is
the one that needs to be straightened
outt. Mr. A. A. Wilson asked, "Would
the Mlinister state whether he intended
to take full advantage of the ten miles
deviation or whether on the other hand
lie would attempt to remove the twist
from the route." He said "twist," not
"t-wists."1 The Minister in replying
evidently understood which twist was
referred to, for he said he had endea-
voured to make it clear that he desired
to straighten out the line as far as pos-
sible. He agreed that Liimjin would
be well served by the construction of
the proposed line from Bronktou. to
that place. 'Mr. A. A. Wilson had used
that as an argument also, that the line
was going from Brookton to Kunjin,
and consequently there would not be
mnuch necessity for the curve to the
westward about Kunjin on the route
under consideration. That was the gist
of the whole thing. The people of
Kunjin were considered, oven if the
line were carried to the east of K unjin
instead of tapping it as was first con-
sidered. That being so, I think it is
necessary to put the matter clearly be-
fore the Minister for Works and he
will agree, especially it hie inquires care-
fully into the matter, that in the best
interests of the greatest majority of the
settlers in that district the line ought to
be carried in as straight a line as pos-
sible from Wickepin to a point some-
where 40 miles south of MAfrredin.

And] then 1 go0 on to say that I was away
in the Old Country -when the matter was
brought before Cabinet, and that it was
eunsidered by Cabinet and thant there was

" 1iinute on the file sigrned by the acting
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Premiier, Mr. Gregory, and that L pre-
sumed the late Minister for Works was
present on that occasion and desired to
get definite instructions from Cabinet in
regard to the matter. This is the posi-
tion in a nutshell.

Mr. A. A. Wilson:- It was aff eeted by
political infineuce.

lifon. FRANK WILSON: Nonsense.
Every ay the Minister is receiving depu-
tations; it is not a question of political
influence; it is a question of deciding on
a route that will serve the greatest nuni-
her of settlers and tl~c largest -area of
land. The Miinister for Works should
know that full well; but he argues, by
inference, that if a deputation waits on
me, as Minister, it is political infinence,
and that a deputation. that waits on him,
as Minister, of course, has no Political,
influence, but is something to get the best
service in the interests of the greatest
number.

The Minister for Works: You twisted
with every deputation that came along.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: The hon.
member hAs been twisting all the time he
has occupied his position; he is always
twisting; and it is very easily proved;
he will go on twisting until he vacates. his
office.

The 'Minister for Works: I will not
survey five routes.

Han. FRANK WILSON: It does not
matter what the hon. member will do;
he will make heaps of blunders; at any
rate he twists my minute, and I thank the
member for Subiaco for giving mne the
opportunity for refuting the Minister's
statement-

Mr. B. J1. Stubbs:- You have not re-
futed it.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: I have ab-
solutely refuted it.

Mr. B. J. Stubbs. There is Mr. Dlag-
lish's survey on the lmap.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: It does not
matter about that. What was the Ad-
nsaor Board's recommendation!

The Premnier: Was it direct?
Hlon. FRANK WILSON: Wha?
The Premnier: The line in red on the

map.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: To the cast
of the lakesq

The Premier: I do not care whether
it is east. Is it direet?

Hon. FRANK WILSON: Is it to the
east of the lakes? It is a ebildisb argu-
men t for the hon. member. Hie knows
vecry well where the crux of the question
comes in. It is a question of whether the
line Should go to the east of the lakes or
to the west of the lakes. If it goes to the
west of the lakes it means that the settlers
who go back 30 or 40 miles cannot pos-
sibly get their produce to the railway, be-
cause they cannot cross the lakes.

The Premier: Yout never mentioned
that in the minute.

lion. FRANK WVILSON: T mentioned
it in Ifnnsard.

The linister for Works: That was
after the elections.

Hon. FRANKE WILSON:- What have
the elections to do with itY' Evidently
elections weigh very heavily with Minis-
Lexs; they have always got elections on
their muinds. Is the hon. member paint-
ing now for an election? Let me assure
him that elections never concern me one
iota when deciding a question of this sort.

The Minister for Works: You changed
your opinion on that railway.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: I have never
changed it; it has been there -standing for
all time; and if the hon. member -will
follow my id vice the railway will be con-
structed on the direct route as recom-
mended by the Advisory Board.

The Premier: It cannot be direct if that
red line is followed.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: The Pre-
inier is quibbling with words.

The Premier: You must have a mnean-
ing to words.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: If there is
any ruisconception as to the meaning-, take
the Bill itself, and take the schedule, and
construct the iailway accordingly. There
is iio misreading thle schedule; here it is-

Commencing at a point in thle Wicke-
Pin station yard on the L'{arrogin-
Wiekepin railway and proceeding
thence in a generally north -easterly
direction for about 36 miles; thence in
a generally easterly direction for about
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34 miles; and thence in a generally
northerly direction for about 60 miles
and terminating at a point in or near
the Merredin station yard on the Nor-
tham-Southern Cross railway as more
Jparticularly delineated and coloured
red on the map marked P.W.Th, W.A.,
15285.
Mr. B. J. Stubbs: Is that the Advis-

ory Board 's report.
Hon. FRANK WILSON : It is not;

it is the schedule of the Bill; the only
authority Parliament has given to Min-
isters to decide a route with the excep-
tion of a deviation ten miles on either
side. Ministers cannot get away from
that. I do not care where the line goes
one iota; it does not affect me; but I
want to see the best route taken to serve
the greatest number and the biggest area
of land possible.

The -Premier : We take a different
attitude; we want it to serve all the
settlers, not a, few only.

Hon. FRANK WILSON:- How on
earth can the lion. member serve all?

The Premier : We are going to.
Hon. FRANK WILSON : Yes, if the

hon. member lives long enough he is, go-
ing- to do it;, but I do not think his life
will he long enough. He is committed to
heaps of promises for railways.

The Preier : We are building faster
than you did.

Hon. FRANK WILSON : The hon.
member has not even got his pace yet;
he has not got his pace at all;- he is wait-
ing to miake a start;- he is Lied down by
his Minister for Works, who has pledged
the country and says he is going too fast,
to build 200 miles'per annum. ZI do not
think he is going to reach half that mnile-
age in the present year.

The Premier : He is building faster
than you did.

Hon. FRANK WILSON, That is only
a statement. The proof of the pudding
is in thle eating of it. '1%re we get the
hon. member's pudding, we wilt know
what it contains. :But we have the bon.
member's assertion that he cannot con-
struct more than 200 miles per annum,
andt we have his assurance, in reply to a
deputation, that lie thinks he is building

railways too fast. What is he going to
do? He Putts these poor deluded settlers
off with a promise that some day they
will get the Yillimining-Kondinin liue
extended to the Eastern Railway. I
wonder how many years they are going
to wait for that extension. We know
tihet the Yillimin ing-Kondin in settlers
already, are in doubt as to whether they
will get their line.

Mr. N . 11. Jonston : Nothing of the
kind.

Hion. FRANK WILSON : 1 am glad
that the hon. member is satisfied. He
was not when he waited on a deputation
to the Minister for Works the other day
in connection with the construction of
this line; and, of course, now he is per-
fectly satisfied to sit back and let the
settlers whistle for a railway. We know
that the line, according to the Minister
for Works, cannot be commenced until
March of next year, if it is commenced
then. We k-now it cannot he constructed
until a considerable time after that.

The Minister for Works : That is ab-
solutely untrue.

lion. FRANK WILSON : The hon.
member said it to a deputation.

The Minister for Works I contend
you are misquoting me.

lion, FRANK WILSON I read the
hon. membet's words the other day.

The Mlinister for Works : For good-
ness sakce be correct sometimes.

lioin. FRANK WILSON -Bother it,
does the hion. memiber want inc to read
it again? I do not know -whether I have
the paper here or not.

The Minister for Works :I can cor-
rect you. 1 said I would start before
Marci.

H'on. F RANK WILSON :No, the lion.
mnenmber said he would start in Alarch,
hut it might be started before.

The 'Minister for Works : T said it
would be started before March.

Hon. FRANK WILSON : No; it is in
thie paper. Let me read it, if T can, find
it. I canot find it for the moment, but I
have a cutting here about Mr. Chinn and
Soulre recommendations of Ministers op-
posite because of political services ren-
dered.
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The Minister for Works : I can sup-
ply you with the extract.

Ron. FRANK WILSON: Thanks; let
me quote a few sentences from it-

Hie was of opinion that he was doing
too much in the way of railway con-
struction, and because he was doing so
much be was getting criticised. The
deputation asked him to tell them when
the line under discussion would be con-
structed. He could start the line within
a week if he had unlimited capital to
draw upon, hut 3Mr. Piesse would agree
that there must be some limit to ex-
penditure. To start the line to-morrow
they would have to have new plant and
new organisation and that would make
the railway too expensive. He had laid
out a plan which he proposed to follow
in connection with the construction of
the different railways. The Northamp-
ton-Ajana railway would be finished in
the course of a few weeks. Th~it
organisation would then be taken to
the Mullewa end of the Wongan Hills-
Mullewa line. The Qunirading-Nunajin
line was being constructed, and he was
going to put uip a record in railway
building there.

Always going to do something, and (lie
Premier is ais bad as his colleagute.

The Wickepin-Aterredin line had been
started at both ends,

After nine months.
and as its construction was completed
one part of the organisation -would go
on to the Brookton-Kunjin line, and the
other on to the Tilliminiag-Koondinin
railway. He claimed that he was build-
ing more lines and carrying out the
construction more economically than
was the ease previously, and he did not
think it was fair for any body of elec-
tors to attempt to push him into a posi-
tion in which, he could not say that lie
was doing justice to the State.

I do not suppose they were attempting
that.

He had tried 'with the engineers to
figure matters out so that he could give
them a definite dlate on which the rail-
way would he commenced, but he had
not been able to get at it as definitely
ais he would like. He could tell the

deputation, however, that the construc-
tion of the railway would be com-
menced by ntext March. He reckoned
that when they did get a start the~y
would go along at the rate of seven
miles per month.
Mr. SPEARKER.: All this discussion is

out of order.
Hon. FRANK WILSON: What am]I

to understandV
Mr. SPEAKER: The lion. member

must discuss the motion.
Hon. FRANK WILSON: The motion

is for a select committee to inquire into
this railway line.

Mr. SPFEAK-ER: That has nothing to
do0 with the conJstruction of another rail-
way.

Ron. FRANK WILSON: Yes it ha--,
because if this line is deviated as the
Minister proposes, it will necessitate the
continuation of the line I am referring to,
The Minister has already said in his
speech that this line must be constructed,
and he has put that forward as an argu-
ment why this route should be adhered to.
It will take some years before these
settlers can possibly get any railway
facilities even if the Minister's scheme is
carried out, and then I want to reply to
the Minister's remarks with regard to the
distance between the parallel lines.

Mr, SPEAKER: If the lion, member's
intention is to make these comparisons hie
is in order, hut lie is not in order in
entering into any argument as to the rate
of progress made in railway construction.

In. FRANK WILSON: Surely if 1
can show that these people who have
changed their views with regard to the
construction of this railwa-y line away
towards Einu Hill, and if they have done
so on the understanding that they will
get another line within a certain time,
and if I can show that they cannot pos-
sibly get that line, that is an argument.

Mr. SPEAKER: That is a comparison
which can he used, but I cannot allow
members to get away from the matter
uinder discussion. The construction of
another linie is an entirely different matter
from the motion uinder discussion.

Hon. F RANK WTLSON:. The devia-
tion compels this construction and the
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1i[ister says it is warranted by this con-
struct ion.

The Minister for Works : It has noth-
ing to do with it.

lion. FRANK WILSON:- I am not
asking for the Mfinister's ruling. Then
the "Minister goes on to say, "I told you
the railway would be started by 'March,
and if things go along well we may he
able to make a commencement earlier." I
am not atisconstruing the hon. member's
remarks, I have read exactly the samne
words which I read the other night.

The Minister for Works : You said
distinctly on both occasions that the line
-would not be started by March.

Hon. FRANK WILSON : I dlid not
say that; what I said was that in my
opinion it would not be started by M%,arch.
I can advance my own opinions, and, I
repeat, if it is to await the completion of
the Wickepin-Mi~erredin line, may opinion
is that it will not be started in Mlarch.

The Minister for Works : As long as
you keep that as your opinion it is all
right, but do not say I said so.

Hon. FRANK WILSON : With nall
due respect to the hon. member, I am not
voicing his opinion. I would not give a
penny for it. I am showing that he is
going to land these settlers, or rather
where he is not going to land thenm, and
I am now trying to refute the charge that
I have misrepresented him. According
to the files of the department there is
the reply. When *T indited thle minute to
the Enwoincer-in-Chief, stating that the
direct line was the line recommended by
the advisory board, and the Minister puts
his rule over that and draws a pencil
line like Peter the Great, the Emperor
of Russia did, when he constructed the
railway between St. Petersburg and Mosn-
cow. through towns and villages, and be-
canise i t is not di rect in tha t sense, hoe sa 'rs.
"I did not mean that." What I want to
point out in conclusion is that the ap-
pointment of a select committee from this
Chamber to inquire into a mnatter which
is already' the subject of an inquiry by
a select committee in another place and
n~pon which the Government have their
own representation, is to my mind some-
what derogatory, to say the least of it,

to that Chamber. I do not believe in these
political tricks and tihe endeavour to out-
wit another place which in its wisdom
has thought fit to appoint a select com-
mittee to inquire into this matter, and
more especially I do not believe in it when
members here absolutely refused the
member for York a select committee a
few muonths ago. They now propose to
appoint one. 'Will anyone tell me that
this is a proper political game? If so, I
shiall be very Much surprised indeed.

MUr. B. J. Stubbs: I wish -to ask if
the hon. member is in order in referring
to this motion as a political trick and a
political game.

Mr. SPEAKER :The remark is dis-
tinctly offensive.

Mr. B. J. Stubbs I will ask that it be
withdrawn,

Hon. FRHANK WILSON : As I am al-
ways 'bedient to the Chair, I withdraw
the words to which exception has been
taken. I hope that Ministers Mwill be as
considerate as I am when they refer to
people whio are outside this Chamber and
cannot answer for themselves. Again
let mue say that I take very strong ex-
ception to the M1inister's methods of con-
tinually casting, a slur upon peoplc who
have their business offices. in St. George's
terrace. It sems to mne we are going- be-
yond our province in this Chamber,
whether it be Ministers or ordinary mem-
bers, when we designate in terms of
scorn any section of the community or the
capital city of 'Western Australia. We
might just ais well refer to the poor selec-
tors in the country-these men who want
railway facilitics-in terms of scorn, and
say that they should not be considered.
What has St. George'Is terrace to do with
it'" Why should not I refer to the Trades
Roll? Where is the influence of the
Trades Hall? We see 06't it is apparent
on miany occasions, and here, becanse
two individuals, who arc well known re-
sidents of this State, hnd are doing good
wrork in settling the lands out east of
this proposed railway route, hap~pen to
have their offices in St. Gteorge's terrace.
the whole Terrace must be condemaned
by the Minister. Can he not 'take into
consideration that there arc 19S other
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settlers who are interested in this matter.
rather than sing-le out the two who be-
long to St. George's terrace? If he were
impartial as he would have us believe he
is, he would never have hesitated eight
or nine months ago wvhen the hion. mem-
ber moved in the direction of appoint-
inig a select committee to have granted
the inquiry then asked for, and he would
have had the evidence which lie is now
seeking to get. Instead of this, he is go-
inig to have the matter duplicated be-
cause he wants a select committee ap-
pointed by this Chamber. One would im-
agine that the policy was enunciated for
the first time in the history of this Par-
liamnent that these agricultural lines
should be 25 miles apart and not an inch
further. Let me point out, however, that
my colleague, the member for Northam,
came to that conciusion months and
months before the hion. member ever
thought of or suggested it, and if a mis-
take has been made in keeping these rail-
way lines rather too far apart it was not
pointed out by lion, members on the
other side of the House that the mistake
was being made. It is quite under-
standable in a big territory like ours when
we lirst set out on this agricultural rail-
way problem, we might possibly have
thought that 15 miles was a proper dis-
tance for produce to be carried. I think
the Royal Commission which sat upon this
question and which has been extensiv-ely
quoted on more than one occasion in con-
nedion with this very policy, said that
the proper distance to provd bewe
agricultural lines was 30 miles, and we
followed that advice. Ultimately my col-
leaguie came to the Conclusion that we
ought to contract that distance somewhat.
and that although 15 miles as (he crow
flies might he the utmost distance any
settler would be away from a railway.
lie might possibly find that the 15
miles would be much further and that he
might be seventeen or eighteen or nineteen
miles when he has to follow the tracks or
the roads. And so my colleague an-
nounced, and I have heard 'him do so on
many occasions, that in future we ought
to endeavour to bring the settlers to a
point not exceeding 12V2 miles from the

railway, system. The Minister for Works

has rightly adopted that course. I am
bound to admit that he will not be able
to carry it out mathematically, for you
cannot lay out the country on a chess-
board scale, because you must follow the
contour of the land. I commend him on
his endeavour to keep the settlers, as far
as 4ie can, within the iZA/-mile limit. Let
me say, we do not wish to oppose this select
committee; how can we? We advocated
the appointment of snch a committee seven
or eight months ago. and I am only too
pleased to find the Minister has at last
backed down from that obstinate posi-
tion lie then took up, and on this occasion,
urged by what influence I know not, hie
has agreed, because one of his own sup-
porters has moved the motion, that this
select committee should be appointed.
Whet her this is the result of political
influence, or whether it is the outcome of
persuasioni by' those interested and who
have beer waiting upon0 him iccently, or-
whether it is due to the force and power
of my friend, the member for York, who
tias p~ersistenltly advocated a proper in-
quiry into the route of this one spec-ial
line. I know Riot. Nevertheless, it is a
step in the righlt direction. Let us have
the inrjuirv-better still would it be i
leav e wvere asked to make it a joint select
committee with the one already appointed
in another p~lace. Now, a few words will,
regard to the Wongan Hills-Mullewa line.
'Here I am bound to say I shall welcome
a further inquiry. I want to put it
clearly to the Chamber, as I have on other
occasions, in regard to this line, that the
promise of the previous Administration
wag. that in order to meet the iiiterests of
the settlers who live to the wvest of the
Wongan Hills, as soon as we could get
away from the present terminus, and
clear the spur of hills which runs out in
a more or less easterly or north-easterly
direction from the main range, we would
draw in and run up towards the northern
gap, and thence proceed almost due north
on a direct line. This, hion. members will
remiember. was due to a forcible debate
or debates I should say, in connection With
the proposed construction of this line.
when members on both sides of the House,
and notably my lion. friend, the member
for Murray-Wellington, advocated the eon-
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struetion of the line on the west side of
the hills altogether.

Hon. W. C. Angwin (Honorary Mini-
ster):- He was then a member of the
third party on the cross benches.

Hon. ]PRANNI WILSON: Hie urged the
c-onstruction of this line to the west of
[he 3Vongan Hills altogether. It was de-
cided that the line shouild go on the east
side of the hills. I am satisfied that is
the proper route to take. I am not alto-
gether satisfied, however, that the line
should be slewed out into practically a
semi-circle away from the ;hills before it
proceeds on its northerly route. However,
I am not going to dispute the attitude of
the Mlinister for Works. He says be in-
.structed the inspecting engineer for sur-
veys to inquire personally into the matter,
aind that hie is now acting on the recoin-
miendation of that officer. However, I am
satisfied that, like myself, lie will be
pleased that a select committee is to re-
port on this proposed deviation also. If
it be found in the interests of the settlers
Io the east, which I doubt to some ex-
tent. that the line should he slewed out
so far from the Wongan Hills, then let
it be consirneted according to the decision
arrived at. Aly idea is that the line can-
not serve those settlers who lie so far away
to the east, some of them tihirty or forty
miles distant, and that they must eventu-
.illy be served by a spur line to tap tl~h
country, or if not a spur line, at any rate
a line to pass through that territory and
curve down to couple uip with the eastern
railway system. I congratulate the Mini-
ster on his volte-face in regard to' this
matter, on the point that at last he agrees
thant an independent inquiry should be
made into the deviation which he has him-
self already decided upon, and I only hope
that -when lie gets the report of the select
eornmittee-not that I maintain that two
suchi bodies are required-he will be pre-
pared to act uplon them.

Mr. TAYLOR (MAount Margaret)I
have listened rlosclv' to the debate, but
T have failed to find any argument to
justify the appointment o f a select corn-
iniittee of this Chamber at this juncture.
Something must have happened since the
21st of last December, when the member

for York moved a similar motion. The
i',,ion aw-ed 'by the member for York
did s'ot embrace the Wougan Hils-Mual-
lewa line, It was a distinct motion deal-
ing with the Wick-epin-Merredin railway.
'[le whole of the arguments advanced by
the member for S~ibiaco in moving this
Motion, and in endeavoturing to convince
1hon. members of the necessity of carrying
the motion, were in favour of inquiring
into the route of the Wickepin-Merredin
line. Hle pointed out that there was little
or nothingc ever said about the other line,
and, admittedly, he addressed himself to
the inore serious subject of the two. We
have already one branch of the Legisla-
ture dealing with this question as a select
committee of members. chosen fromi that
House, and I think those hon. gentlemen
should be well. eapable of dealing with
the subject. If this Chiamber is satisfied
that they are not capable of dealing with
it, the reasons for the belief in that in-
capa city must be largely based upon their
political views. If that be so, I am con-
fident that there is at least one hon. gen-
tleman oii that committee who will v'oice
the views of this side of the House. The
personnel of that committee is known to
this. Chamber and I think I will be in
order in giving it. The members of ]hat
committee are Hon, C. A. Piesse, Hon.
R. G. Ardagh, Hon. 'V. Hammnersley, Hon.
C.* Somnmers . and Hon. H. P. Colebatch.
the mover for the select committee. Now
why should this Chamber duplicate that
work unless, indeed, there is at desire on
the part of members of this side of theo
House to appoint a select committee at
this stage as a counter-blast against the
committee already in existence 9 I can
thoroughly understand my friends oppo-
site desiring a 'select comittee on this
question, because they desired it last De-
ceinber, amid in my opinion there was a
justificationi for it at that time. The
route had not then been decided upon,
but the Minister for Works with the con-
currence of Cabinet has niow decided upon
thme route which th -e line is to follow, and
T venture to suibmit that the report of a
select committee will not alter the hon.
Member's view in thait regard. What will
bie the nature of the report of the select
committee other than to show whether
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the Minister has been right or wrong in
his judgment? I am not going to enter
into any personal elements in connection
with this question, but I want to know
where is the justification for duplicating
the work and for incurring additional ex-
Jpenditure unless wve are satisfied that the
select committee appointed by another
branch of the Legislature are incapable of
faithfully dealing with the question, and
truly reporting to their own Chaimber?
The Minister for Works opposed. this very
motion last December, and the voting is
in ilansard. The Minister was solidly
supported by his party, while the member
for York was solidly supported by the
party sitting on his side of the House.
The numbers 'vere twelve in favour of
the select committee, and twenty-five
against. Nowv I say that there should
have been a Aelect committee appointed
then if there is any justification for one
now. This for two reasons. In the first
place the member for York believed an
injustice was being done to a certain sec-
tion of his electors, and he thought that
at that stage a select committee might
prevent that injustice being carried out;
because had the select committee been ap-
pointed before the work commenced and
before the Government had decided de-
finitely on the route, the Government must
have been influenced by the report of that
select committee. But now the route has
been decided upon, and I would ask are
we satisfied or convinced by the state-
ments of the Minister for Works to-night
that if the report of the select committee
to be appointed by this Chamber, and of
the select committee now sitting and in-
vestigating this very proposition, be ad-
verse to the route decided upon, will he
alter it? That is the point. I have not
heard from the Minister that hie will do
so, and I wiant to know why this select
committee has beeni decided upon after
the matter has been thrashed out in Cab-
inet and resolved upon. We find the
member for Subiaco, a supporter of this.
side of the House, moving for something
which the hon. member and the Ministers
on the Treasury benches objected to last
December.

Mr. B. J1. Stubbs: You objected to it

Mr. TAYLOR: I took no part at all
in the discussion last December, nor did
I record my vote, because I believed there
was a justification for an inquiry at that
stage. And when I believe there is jus-
tification for an inquiry and a possible
doubt about people getting justice, I amu
not, for party reasons, going to object to
the subject being investigated.

MrI. B. J. Stubbs: You said the other
night that you always voted for party.

Mr. TAYLOR: Yes, when a matter
affects the party; but when the party is
whipped on non-party lines, I am not
going to support it. When my party are
supporting their principles, whether they
are doing it correctly or not, and it is
legitimately a party question, then I sup-
port it.

Mr. B. J. Stubbs: They were in a
pinch.

Mr. TAYLOR: When the hon. mem-
ber lifts them out of a pinch as often as
I have done, hie may be justified in speak-
ing of it.

Mr. Thomas: How many holes have
you got them out ofI

A-r. TAYLOR: I am not going to say
how often I have got them out of a bole.
I find them to-night in the somewhat awk-
ward position of asking for a select com-
mittee which they refused last December,
w'len there was a possible chance of the
select committee doing something in the
interest of seeing that justice was done
to the whole of that section of the com-
munityv before a decision was arrived at
by Cabinet.

Hon. Frank Wilson: What is the rea-
son for having a select committee nowl

Mr. TAYLOR: I want to know why
the Government want a select committee
now? It is indeed a victory for my op-
ponents to know that my colleagues have
to give them now what they refused them
last 'year. I hope that before a vote is
taken a Mlinister who understands the
position and who knows why a select com-
mittee is desired, will give reasons for
duplicating the work now proceeding, and
state what the justification is for ap-
pointing a committee now when the Gov-
ernment claimed there was no justifica-
tion for it Inst year.
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Mr. BIIOU-N (Beverley ): I r~egret
that there has been so much controvlersy
iii regard to the rouite of this Wickepin-
Alerredin railwav, and although a great
portion of it passes through my electorate.
I have refrained from saying anythiing in
this House because my knowledge of the
district id( of tie Act authorisiug- the
railway was not as grent as that of the
leader of the Opposition and] the member
for York. They have been ac-quainted
with the posit ion fron thie beginning, and
therefore 1 thought they were quite cap-
able of doing thieir best in the interests
of the settlers in that district. But I canl-
not refrain from saying a few words to-
night in regard to the position the ANlini-
sier for 'Worka has taken uip in carrying
the line along the route shown on the plan
in this Chamuber. When T accompanied the
Minister andI other members through that
district, we journeyed through the best
country, and the trip gave _5r. Johnsoii
a very good knowledge of what the coun-
try could produce. After hearing the ap-
yeals of the different deputations fromn

the settlers. I thoughit lie could not have
done otherwise than construct the line on
either of the two sturveyed routes, either
the one inl time schedule of thle Act or
I'o. 3 mariked i'm yellow. The M1inis-
ter said that lie "-as constructing the rail-
way so as to serve thje whole of the peo-
ple and bring them as nearly as possible
within the 121/2,-mile radius. The radius
taken from these lines is as the crow flies,
and we hare only to glance at the miap
and notice -the distance between the Brook-
tun-Kimajiun and Quairading-Nunajin
lines to find that a number of settlers on
the west side of Wogerlin will be distant
at leaist 1.5 miles from the railway as the
crow flies. Therefore. I consider thant the
railway should have been constructed ac-
cording to the schedule of the Act, and
if (hut had beenl donle it wold not have
been difficult for time Minister to have built
the Bruokton-Corikin line five or six
miles; further north. That would have
Wogerlin within the 121/. mile radius.
There is another point I would like to
eiaphasise in regard to this. When these

*settlers 'in the Kurrerikutten area took
up land in that district, they selected

according to a plan, shown in Cathe-
dral-avenue I believe, showing the
railway ])assing through that area,
and in taking tip that land they had
to pay a greater price than they otherwise
would have done if thiey had known that
the railway was not going to follow that
route. Therefore, I consider those set-
tlers. have a god claim against the Gov-
eranment to have the rail-way taken to the
district of Kurrenkutten according to the
pronmise made by the pirevious Govern-
ment.

),r. Green: Whyi

Mi. BR OliN: Because when a settler
sees a railway marked on a Gov-er-nment
plani, lie tainurally expects that the pro-
waise of the Government wvill be carried
out. If the priomuise is not peiforitied. the
least hie ivoulc expect froma the Govern--
Inent Is that thle valuie lint on that land
should bie reduced to a certain extent.

iMr. Green:- The Esperaince settlers
have had a plan for about tenl years;
what about them?

Mr. BROUN: If the line is going. on
the direct route the Minister should give
consideration to those Kurrenikutten set-
tlers. With regard to those in the Emit
Hill. Wadderin , and Mount Ai-rowsnlith,
disriits, I hanve received a number of
complaints from the settlers about not
being given railway facilities, and through
me they are urging upon the Minister
for. Works to hare the Villimining-Kon-
dinin line extended as, soon as possible;
they have ev-en suggested that the line
should be commenced from Ninajin. They
think that if that is done they would he
served much more speedily and would he
mrue satisfied, but as it is, these settlers
wtill hav-e to wait about two years for
railway eormnnniention. and will have to
cart 2.5 and 30 umiles before thle Villi-
uninning-Koudinin linle is extended to the
goldfields railway. The least that can be
done now in my opinion, is for this House
-to appoint a select committee. we will
aspect good results fronm it, and I hope
that the expectations will not cud in dis-
ap~pointmnent when the two select comn-
muittees lhnv- sent ini theiir i-eports.

Mr. S. STUJBBS tWagin't I. ail via-
ingv to support thle appointment of this
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select committe. not because I am at all
interested In the route beyond desiring to
.see justice d]one to every section of the
persons who live along the proposed route.
But my chief reason for rising is that the
Minister for Works stated distinctly that
political influence compelled the previous
Governmen t to alter the route on several
occasions. and 1 think a grave charge
like that warrants further inquiry. I
think. andl I hope it will be proved, that
the Minister was wrong in making that
statement. and I sineerely trust that the
committee will investigate everything in
connection wvith that railway from begin-
nling to end.

Hon. WV. C. Angxvin (Honorary Mlin-
ister) : The same thing has been said in
regard to this side.

Mr. S. STUBBS: It is a great Pity
for the honour of this House that political
eharges are made by either side in con-
uection with matters that should be above
political influence. It seems to me that
Parliament is being dragged in the dlust
by the innuendoes and charges that are
being made.

The Premier: You ore always talking
on that side of the House about purity
and about the Government being control-
led by an outside body.

Mr. S. STUBBS: N4o one has ever
heard me make charges such as I, have
heard made in this Chamber. The debates
could be carried on without hints that
political influence has been brought to
bear in the manner that such hints have
been thrown about from the Government
side.

Hon. W. C. Ang-win (Honorary Mini-
ister) : Did you never hear them in the
other Chamber?

Mr. S. STUJBBS: No.
Hon. W. C. Angwin (Honorary Mlin-

ister) : Well, there have been plenty of
them.

Mr. S. STTUBBS: Two wrongs do not
make a right. We have appointed a com-
mittee and I take it the majority of
members appointed to it will be from
gentlemen on the 'Ministerial side of the
House. Let us suppose, for the sake of
argument, that the committee appointed
by this House bring in a report different

from that submitted by the select com-
mittee in another place.

The Premier: -What grounds have you
for making that statement?

Mr. S. STUBBS: I am only stating a
supposititious case. What then will hap,-
pen to the line? Will the Government
continue with the Minister's route?

The Premier: Absolutely, until this
House turns us out.

Mr. S. STUBBS: Notwithstanding that
ain adverse report may come from the
committees appointed by this House and
anothier place?

The Premier: We arc satisfied as to
the reports.

Mlr. S.' STUBBS: Well, then, it is
merely wasting time and money to have
this inquiry at all. I think i-t is a great
pity that the Premier admi-ts now that, no
matter wlint the report may be, he is
going to adhere to that route. It is non-
sensical and farcical to have the com-
mittee appointed.

The Premier: That has not been the
object of the committee in another place.

Mr. S. STUBBS: I have no idea of
the reasons that actuated the appoint-
ment in another place.

The Premier: Certain charges were
made against the Government.

Mr. S. STUBBS: Then this move to-
night is to counteract them?

The Premier: The same charges have
been made here to-night.

Mr. Taylor: They made those charges
iii December last.

The Premier: They could not have
been made last year; the route was not
altered then

Mfr. S. STUBBS: To come back to the
Premier's statement that it does not mat-
ter what the deliberations of the core-
mnittee may be, the Government are going
oii with the route they have adopted, I.
for one should not care to go on that
committee and waste my time if no notice
is to be taken of the report. That is at
phase of the question that actuated nie
in rising, and I also desired to say that it
was not nlice of the Mlinister for Works
to assert that political influence had been
brought to bear on the previous Govern-
ment rC bare so nmany surveys made. I
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hope that the Premier will not persist in
the action he proposes, namely, that he
will construct the line along the route
adopted, even if the committee's report
is adverse. I am sorry that he is going
to take up that attitude.

Hon. W. C. ANOWIN (Honorary
Minister) : It is very amusing to hear tile
hon. member rise with that innocent re-
mark about accusations being throwAi
from this side of the Chamber, when re-
peatedly personal attacks have been made
upon members on the Government side.

Mr. S, Stubbs: You have never heard
me make them.

Hon, W, C. ANOWIN (Honorary
Minister) :Accusations have been thrown
out repeatedly in regard to these two
railways. In the first place the accusa-
tion has -been made that the Wongan
Hills-Mullewa deviation was made for the
express purpose of serving some political
supporter of this side of the House. It
has been said in another place. I waint
to say here that the alteration was made
entirely on the report of a departmental
officer, a man who was sent out for the
express purpose of inspecting the land
,and seeing that the people had justice
done to them; and on his report, and on
his report only, was the deviation madte.
So far as I am p~rsonally concerned, as
the -Minister for Works stated just now,
in recommending that officer's report to
be -Adopted I did not know of one person
who had land on the eastern side of the
Won ga Hills-Mullewa railway. It was
anl officer we all had confidence in, Mr.
John Mluir, the Inspector of Engineering-
S rirveys.

Mr. Monger: I accept him.
Ron. W. C. ANOWIN (Honorary

Minister) : If anything is wrong in re-
gard to the deviation proposed to be
made it rests on the shoulders of a de-
partmental officer who should give an un-
biassed and reliable report. In regard to
the other insinuation, has it not been
thrown out repeatedly throughout the
State on every conceivable occasion that
the Wickepin-MNerredin railway route Ibns
been altered for the express purpose of
serving land held by the Minister for
'WorksI

Mr. Monger: No.
Hon. W. C. ANOWIN (Honorary

Minister): I say it has, and the member
for York has been one who has done it
repeatedly.

Mr. Monger: I have never made any
such insinuation that the line was devi-
ated for the interests of any Minister.

Mr. SPEAKER : I would like to point
out that it is not permissible to interrupt
a member speaking. Explanations must
be made after the member who is speaking
has resumed his sent.

Mr. Monger : May I have five minutes.
after he has spoken?'

MAr. SPEAKER: The bon. member may
have that.

Hon. W. C. ANOWIN (Honorary Mini-
ister) :If I have said anything the member
for York ca n take exception to I withdraw
it, but the general public have been given
to understand that the alteration has been
made for the express purpose of serving
land owned by the 'Minister for Works.
when those who make these insinuations
know well that, no matter where the rail-
way goes, whether it is the line surveyed
by the late Govnm111fent Or the line sur-
veyed under instructions from the pres-
ent Government, it will make no differ-
ence whatever so far as the land of ihie
Minister for Works is concerned.

Mr. Monger: So far as I am concerned,
may I refer the hon. member to my rec-
marks when speaking on the Address-in-
reply.?

Mr. SPEAKER: I hope the member
for York will not again interrupt the
member for East Fremantle. He may
make any personal explanation when the
hon. member has resumed his seat.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN (Honorary Min-
ister) , Mfy reason for rising is to point
out that insinuations have been thrown
out repeatedly in regard to these two de-
viations; and, seeing that is so, I think
any bon. member is quite justified, when
the honour of those whom be puts trust
in for the time being to administer the
affairs of the State is at stake, in seeing.,
if he is supporting the party, whether the
insinuations are true or otherwise;, and if
they are true it is his duty to take such
acti'on as will remove those persons from
their responsible offices. It is stated that
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refusal was made in December last to the
member for York for a select committee.
Things have been. altered entirely since
then. The very line they were objecting
to was not in existence; the Survey was
not made; it is an entirely different sur-
vey now; as a matter of fact, it is almost
impossible to know what was the survey
at that time; if anyone looks at the map
he will see the tnmber of surveys made.
Seeing that is so. how is it possible to
say that the select committee asked for
to-night is to deal with the very question
that the member for York asked for a
select committee concerning in December
last?

Mr. George: What is the select com-
mittee for?

Hon, WV. C. ANOWIN (Honorary Mini-
ister) : It is to see that the railway is to
he constructed in the best interests of the
people of the State.

Mir. Monger: Hear, hear; hear, hear.
Mr. George: You are the first man who

has said it.
Hon. W. C. ANOWIN (Honorary Min-

ister) :It is to go further and see that
those who have taken part in the altera-
tion of the route have taken no action
with any ulterior motive, and to see that
what has heen done has been in the best
interests of the State and the settlers on
the land. I maintain the member for
Suhiaco is quite justified in moving the
motion, and I am pleased indeed members
opposite are willing to give it their sup-
port.

Mr. AbTAW (West Perth) : The Pre-
mier made an interjection when the mem '-
ber for Wazin was speaking that no mat-
ter what the report of the select commit-
tee might be the Government intended to
pursue a certain action. I want to give
an intelligent vote on the question. If
that is the intention of the Government
I fail to see the need for a committee.

The PREMIER (Hon. J. Scaddan)
Not by way of interjection, but by a de-
liberate statement I again desire-

'Mr. SPEARER: Is the hon. member
rising to speak9

The PREMIER: Yes, to address my.
-self to the House. I want to say that
whatever may be the result of the select
%onmittee the Government are taking the

responsibility of their actionu in straight-
ening up this line and building on the
route as shown onl the plan in the Cham-
ber. If members of the Chamber are not
satisfied with that action then they can
take any step that is necessary, but the
Government are not going to be controlled
by the decision of a select committee on
matters of this kind when. they have made
all inquiries.

Mr. M~onger: I say you are absolutely
incorrect there.

Thie PREMIER: The bon. member
mnight content himself for a moment if it
is possible. We have made inquiries and
have had advice from ouir departmental
officers, and we are satisfied that the action
%ve have taken is the correct one, and, as
a Government, we are satisfied to take the
responsibility.

Mr. Allen: Then why have a select
committee?

The PREMIER: Will the hon. member
ask those supporting his party in another
place the necessity for a select committeel
But I will answer his question. Certain
charges have been made. The member for
York, though hie may deny it, said on the
Address-iai-reply that it must not be for-
gotten the Minister for Works had land
on this railway.

Mr. Monger: Yes, and I repeat it.
The PREMIER : Yet the bon. member

admitted just now that hie never meant
that the Minister had that in mind when
he came to a decision on this route. The
insinuation implied- by the hon. member
was that the Minister was led to come to
the conclusion to straighten rip the line
because it would serve his personal in-
terests. These statements have not only
been mad-e here, hut have been made in
Iaother place, and in the country, and at
Liberal Club mneetings and Liberal rallies,
and other 1places. There have been accusa-
tions against the Clovernment; andl the
member for Subiaco is as much concerned
about the decision arrived at by the Gov-
ernment as are members of the Cabinet,
and has a right to satisfy himself that he
is supporting a Government that is acting
honestly. The accusations that have been
made by members opposite are to the
effect that we have not acted honestly and
uprightly in this matter.
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Mri. Monger: 1 say you have not.
Mr. SPEAKE R : I wvill ask the lion.

mnember to behave himself and refrain
fiorn frequent interjections.

The Minister for Lands: Is the mem-
ber for York in order in saying that the
Government have not acted honestly?

Mr. SPEAKER : I did not hear the
lion. member for York say that.

Mr. Monger: If I did, I withdrawv it.
The PREMLIER : The question that we

have to consider is whether it is neces-
sary, in the interests of the Government
which the member for Subiaco supports,
to allow these charges to go unchallenged.
1 consider that a select committee from
this Chamber, which is a party House and
which does not deny that it is a party
House, can have members from both sides
of the House on a select committee that
can get all the evidence required and sub-
mit a report. Another Place has called
for a select committee. but it claims it
is ,iot a party House. though it is rather
remarkable that on the Address-in-reply
four of the five members of their select
committee voted for the amendment to the
Address-in-reply, which amnendment, was
a direct vote of want of confidence in the
Government. Having that in mind, and
having in mind also the contention of the
leader of the Opposition that there was a
probability of the two select committees
arriving at different decisions, which wve
wtere pleased to hear from that gentle-
11an1-

Hon. Frank Wilson : Is t~here not a pos-
sibility?9

The PREM IE7R: The lion, member did
not say it in that way.

Hon. Frank Wilson : I (lid not say there
was a "probability."

The PREMIER: The hion. member used
the word "probability .''

Ron. Frank Wilson: I did not.
The PREMIER: The lion, member has

apJinrently been conferring with the
gentlemen of another place.

Hon. Fr'ankI Wilson : You know that is
not correct.

The PREMIER: I said what is correct.
I interjected, "How did the lion, member
know it was probable"?

Hon. Frank Wilson : I did not say it

The PREMIER: In these circumstances
then the hion., member is asserting that
either this select committee, or the com-
mnittee apointed by another place. is not
going to give an 'honest decision.

Hon. Frank Wilson: Nothing of the
sort.

The PREMI ER: The hon. mnember dis-
tinetly stated in his remarks that they
would both call the same evidence, yet he
says there is a probability of each comn-
mittee arriving at a different decision.
What does that mnean except that on the
evidence wvhich the two committees have
alike the committee will come to an hion-
est decision and the other committee to a
dishonest decision.

Hon. Frank Wilson: You can get two
juries to come to opposite decisions.

The PREMTIER: Vecry often it all de-
pends on what side of politics you are on.

Hon. Frank Wilson: Yon should be
ashamned of yourself.

Mr. SPEAKER: Order!
Ron. Frank Wilson: Well, there is a

lot of provocation; the Premie ouhtt

he ashamed of himself.
The PREMIER: The hion. member

seems hurt; I do not know why; I did not
say anything reflecting on the hion. mem-
bor.

Mr. George: Y'on said it was a question
of politics with a jur.

The PREM\IER: The lion. member also
seems hurt.

Mr. George: I would say something
stronger t han what the ex-Premtier said.

The PREMIE11R: You canl say anything
you like.

Mfr. SPE'AK-ER: Order!
Mr. George: The lion. member ought to

be ashamed of himself.
Mr. SPEAKER: Order!
Mr. George: Very wvell, Mr. Speaker,

but I have my feelings all the same.

The PREMIER: Hon. members will get
on a pedestal. Let me again repeat that
the Government aire responsible for their
actions. They have arrived at a definite
decision in connection with the route of
this railway between Wickepin and Merre-
din, and they are responsible to Parlia-
ment. for their actions, and the select
committee, if I understand the member for
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Subiaco correctly, is to satisfy thvIe House
whether the Government have acted dis-
honestly, as has been asserted against them
by innuendoes, or whether they have acted
in the interests of the country.

Mr. S. Stubbs: Would not the obbher
select committee have given an honest re-
port!H

The PR.EMIERI: I am not denying it.
'The Alinister for Lands: I have very

considerable doubts myself.
The PREMIER : Notwithstanding the

statement made by the leader of the Op-
position, this Chamber is directly respon-
sible to the people for undertaking works
aind finding the money, and] is essentially
responsible in that direction, and members
should satisfy themselves without any
other Chamber. This Rouse is directly
responsible and- essentially responsible to
the people for the works we undertake in
their name, and that being the case we have
no right to be satisfied becauise i select
committee is appointed in another place if
accusations of dishonesty'A are charged
against the Government. The Government
consists of six pjrincipal Ministers, five of
whom sit in this House, and are respon-
sible through this Chamber to the people.
Every niemher of the Chamber w~ho wvants
to nphold the dignity of the Government
of the country hais a right, when these
charges; are made, to see them proved or
di-proved. That being the case no memn-
beri even sitting in Opposition, could ob-
ject to the select committee moved by the
member for Subiaco.

'Mr. Monger: Answer those o.ucstions of
mnilte.

Tite PREMIER: The hion. member
knows this is not the time for submitting-
questions or answering them. I have an-
swered several questions asked by the hon.
member, and apparently given complete
satisfaction, and that being the case, why
does he press for further information?1 1
believe that neither select committee, from
the standpoint of the cost to the country,
is warranted, that is from the standpoint
of a Cabinet Minister, but I want to ask
members if they are satisfied. If there
is an hon. member who is not satisfied.
and who feels in his heart that we have
acted unfairly or dishonestly, as some have

stated, it is his duty to assist the House
in appointing the select committee, and
I am perfectly satisfied the decision vill
be arrived at that wve have acted with only
one object in view. Let me now come to
the question of the Wonganl Hulls-Mlullewa
deviation. The line, as proposed by the
previous Government, was to be taken in
a westerly direction immediately after
Wyongan Hills had been passed, and would
eventually have run a distance of 35 miles
from the existing Midland railway line.
Taking 12 /. mites aus the limit a settler
should be from railway communnication,
as the crow flies, that would leave a space
of 10 miles that would not be served
Will Parliaiment be prepared to find a
huge sum of money to expend on the Rol-
gart railway, only to serve five mites on
the other side?

Mr. S. Stubbs: No.

The PREMIER: We took at it from
the point of view of taking it out to a
certain district that would be left per-
mnanently Without railway communication,
leaving space, for the extension of the
Bolgart line in order to bring settle rs wvith-
in 12 / miles of railway commu n ication.
Let me Point out that the Ierredin-
Dowerin line has been so altered that
there ore no less than two places where
people will be 18 miles away from it as
the crow flies, and I do not see any pos-
sibility of them being served. There may
come a time, after Parliament has served
all the other districts, wvhen it may turn
its attention to those who have been over-
looked, lint that time, I am afraid, is a
long way ahead and we wvant to avoid re-
peating a blunder of that kind. Let lion.
members look at the map which hangs on
the wall of the Chamber and take two
points into consideration. The first is
that the Wiekiepin-2[erredin line is to be
a trunk r~ailway which Will take produce
from the Great Southern line to the East-
ern Goldfields, and consequently by
straightening it nup it will go further
eastward and serve a district that would
not otherwise have been served. It must
be remembered that every ton of produce-
carried over a railway h as to be p ai d f or a t
per mile, and we do not want to build a
railway that is going to leave settlers un-

815



816 [ASSEMBLY.]

served and provide for the carrying of
produce a greater distance than is neces-
sary. May I point out that the same thing
arises in connection with a proposition
that the member for Toodyay knows of
well. I hold the opinion that we can serve
the district and at the same time shorten
thie railway considerably and so save any
amount of halulage to the settler by gi'v-
ing- him a more direct route to the market,
We are also providing for 601b. rails on
that line. Why'? Because this Parlia-
mnent and the previous Parliament decided
flint it was going to be a trunk line and
as such the route should be made as direct
as possible, keeping in view the serving
of the settlers.

M r. Monger: I think the member for
Cue said it was a terrible mistake to use
601ib. rails.

The PREMIER : The Government are
of a different opinion. In view of the
facts I have stated, and in view also of
the promise made to those people who are
further east of railway facilities, I do not
think that ally member can complain.
Naturally enough, some of those who will
be some little distance from the railway
and who would have been closer had the
line been constructed as shown in the
original plan, would naturally complain,
hut what about the poor beggar of a set-
tler living 17 or 18 miles from the rail-
way and who is brought nearer? It is
impossible to bring every man's back door
to the railway line, and if we are going to
bring every settler within 12 / miles, I
think we have done our duty to the set-
tler and to the country as well, On each
occasion that a deputation has waited
upon me, I have told them definitely that
we are not a&bit concerned about the start-
inig or the finishing point, or what town
it will serve; the only thing we are con-
eerned about is the bringing of the people
wvho are producing the wealth of the
country at least 121/ miles from railway
communication, and we propose to con-
tinue that p~olicy until Parliament other-
wilse directs.

*Mr. S. Stubbs: That is a good policy.

The PREMIER: That is the reason
why the Government camne to this con-
clusion, and wc believe that it is fair to

the country that they should know the
true position, and the Select Committee
from this House can best throw light on
that position.

Mr. GEORGE (Murray-Wellington):
I have listened to nearly all the speeches
wvhich have been delivered this evening
and I have only lately found out the real
reason for the motion. The member for
Subiaco, in submitting the motion, really
gave no reasons why the committee should
be appointed, but the motive has been
supplied by the Premier, who has prac-
lically told the House that the select coin-
inittee is desired to take upon itself white-
washing functions. Certain charges have
been made presumably against his Gov-
erment and have been scattered broad-
cast through the country, and the Premier
desires that these charges should be in-
vestigated and either proved or dis-
proved. If that is the reason why this
motion has been put forward, why not
have instituted a Royal Commission, and
let the thing be gone into thoroughly? I
know the silly statements that have been
made in regard to the land held by the
Minister for Works. It has been stated
that this route was decided upon because
it will best serve the Minister's land; but
the Minister for Works himself has told
me that whichever way the line went it
would serve his land equally well, and I
am quite prepared to accept his state-
ment. Another similar rumour is that
the deviation has been decided upon
out of prilvate spleen on the part
of Ministers against a certain gen-
tleman who owns large interests in the
district. But all this furnishes no reason
why the time of the House should be taken
up, as it has been this evening, with a
motion to appoint a select committee to
enquire into the deviation of the line.
What the Premier desires is that the dev-
iation or the non-deviation of Ministers
from the strict line of political honesty
should be proved.

The Premier: I said if the Chamber
desires it.

Mr. GEORGE: Exactly, but why not
have put it in a form which the House
would understand at once? We are asked
to appoint a select committee, and from

816



[31 JULY5 1912.]81

the speeches made I gather that this is
regarded as a sort of counter move against
the select committee appointed by another
Chamnber.

Mr. Underwood: By an interested
party.

Mr. GEORGE: I do not care. Surely
members have a right to their own
opinion, no matter on which side of the
House they sit. I think the Premier will
be sorry he let fall that unfortunate re-
mark about juries, to the effect that their
verdict might depend upon their politics.
We know he never meant anything of the
sort, but at the same time it hurts, whether
hurled at this side or at the other. I am
further concerned in this matter with the
statement made by the Premier that the
Government have gone into this question
thoroughly, have taken evidence and ar-
rived at a decision; and if I understand
the Premier aright, even if a select com-
mittee appointed by this House were to
bring in a finding- against. the route de-
cided upon by the Government, the Gov-
ernmnent intend to go on with it, so long
as they can get the support of members
sitting on their side. If this is the atti-
bide taken uip by the Government, why
should we waste time in debating these
matters at a117 Surely politics have not
got down so low that, because of. a tem-
porary majority, we are to be told by the
lender of that majority that the minority
are not to be regarded. Who so loud as
the hon. member in declaring for the rights
of the minority when he sat in Opposi-
tion ? I hope the Premier will take counsel
with himself, and will regret that he has
practically told the House that be intends
to go on his way, no matter what the re-
suit way be. I can quite understand the
Minister saying that the reason why they
desire a select committee which wag re-
fused in December last, is to he found in
the altered circumstances. No one could
charge him with inconsistency on that
score. We know that with the passing of
time come developments which way fur-
nish good reasons for an alteration. The
Premier tells us that no matter whether
or not the committee endorse the action
of the Government, it is intended to go
on with the course they are pur-suing. I

say it is a travesty, it is an absolute .in-
trusion apon the rights of the people of
the State that any Government should de-
termine that, regardless of the opinion of
a body of men who will have made a
thorough and impartial ilqufiry, they shall
puirsue the course previously adopted.
- Mr. Monger: It proves them the curs
and cowards I have called them.

Mr. A. A. Wilson: I ask that the hon.
member withdraw the words "1curs and
cowards."

Mr. SPEAKER: Did the member for
York use those words9

The Minister for Lands: Yes, he did.
Mr. Monger: If I did, I withdraw

them.
Mr. E. B. Johnston: Are we not en-

titled to an apology for an insult of that
kind 9

Mr. GEORGE: The leader of the Op-
position made a remark in reference to
what would happen in case of different
conclusions being arrived at by the select
committees appointed respectively by
this Chamber and the other. The leader
of the Oppsition says he used the word
"possibility," and I think the Premier can
accept that. There is a possibility of
differences of conclusion being arrived at
even on the same evidence put before
different persons.

Mr. S. Stftbbs: And honestly, too.
Mr. GEORGE: Yes, every member

knows that if an accident occurs in the
street it is almost impossible to get two
eye witnesses to agree upon the details.
One from his position sees the thing on
one side, and the other from quite a differ-
ent point of view. You could take five
-men out of this Chamber, and subse-
qiiently select another five, and give both
committees the same opportunity of get-
ting evidence from the same witnesses .
sitting separately, and the conclusions
arrived,* at would show some difference. In
the main the conclusions might be the
same, but in details there would be a
difference. The Premier was asked to
state what would happen in the event of
different conclusions being arrived at, and
I hold that as Premier he should answer
that question. Assuming the two com-
mittees sit and bring in different conclu-
sions what are the Government to do?
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*Mr. Underwood: Rollow the conclusion
of the committee of this House.

Mr. GEORGE: That, of course, would
be following out logically and consistently
the policy which belongs to that side,
namely, that only one Chamber should
exist. But so long as the second Chamber
does exist, I maintain that neither the
Government nor anyone else should with-
hold respect from its decisions. When
the Premier tells us that no matter'
whether even the committee of this House
bring in a conclusion adverse to the -Gov-
ernment, it is intended to take no notice
of it, we come back to the question asked
by the member for Mount Margaret, when
be said, "What is the use of the loss of
time and expense in dealing with this-1?"
Then we come back to what was said by
the member for Mount Mlargaret-what is
the use of putting the country to the loss
of time and great expense that these com-
mittees will involve? If the Government
are so very sensitive about these irrespon-
sible statements concerning M1r, Hedges
and Air. Johnson-they may be honestly
believed by the man who maker them, bat
in many cases they have no foundation-
if the Government are really honestly dis-
turbed by any of these things, which are
only a fewv of the many they will experi-
ence before they are finished, why do they
not ask for a Royal Commission?

The Premier: We are not a bit dis-
* tirbed.

Mr. GEORGE: Well, why make such
a f uss ?

The Premier: We ere not waking a
fuss.

Mr. GEORGE: The Premier made
enough fuss for half a dozen. I am
quite prepared to vote for the select comn-
mittee, but as the motion is now worded
1 cannot see what thie committee are going
to do. They axe to inquire into the de-
viation of the Wongan Hills railway, an-l
also the Wiekepin-lerredin railway, and
if they do the work thoroughly they will
nut finish before this session ends, and
perhaps not before the next session be-
gins. To go into the matter thoroughly
they will have to investigate from one end
of the line to the other. They should

interview nearly every settler along that
rouite and be satisfied that those settlers
are being properly attended to, and are
not being robbed. And for hon. members
to say in an airy sort of way that the
inquiry is only a matter of a few days--
why, no Parliamentary words I can use
Would describe such a statement. To go
thoroughily into the ins an d outs of the
building of that railway is a matter for
experts, not for members of Parliament.

The Premier: That is not the point of
the motion.

Mfr. GEORGE: I have been trying to
ascertain the point. The point 1 have
learned fromn the Premier is that he wants
a whitewashing committee. The member
for Subiaco said he wanted a select com-
mittee, but hie dlid not tell us on what
grounds, whilst the member for Mount
Margaret said that there was no necessity
for duplicating expense.

The Premier: I am not looking for a
halo anyhow. I will get one from your
head.

Mr. GEORGE: The hon. moember's
head is far better prepared for a halo
than mine. Halos are generally around
the heads of bald meni. I do not think
it is necessary to say any more on the
mo tio n.

Question put and passed.
ballot takeni and a select committee ap-

-pointed consisting of Messrs. F. B. John-
ston, F. Monger, A. N. Piesse, R. H. U~n-
derwood, and the mover (Mr. B. .
Stubbs), with the usnal ipow'eis, also with
powler to move from place to place: to
report on thew 201hi August.

BI311irSUPPLY (TEMPORARY AD-
VANCES), £150,254.

Retuiirued from I le L~egisl ative Council
without amendment.

(louse adjourned at 11.8 p.m.
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